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‘N-h-s of the Prince”  'The latter place-name corresponds to & 1%%]

N-L-s in the papyrus, the last place to be mentioned before Raphia. It is upon t.lns fact

that the conjecture has been based that at T 2 qvw[ : DE w:l ‘The town of
I RSN

Raplia’ is to be read'.  The papyrus gives -—mw R-ph.  The name of the city of
1 A Mg :
Raphia, the modern Rafa, is mentioned in the two palimpsest lists (temp. Sethos I) of

Palestinian places on the same north wall of Karnak upon which our sculptures are found?;
elsewhere in hieroglyphs it is found only in the list of Sheshonk? where it is written

o the Assyrian equivalent is Rapihi.  Raphia was the scene of at least two
great battles before the Christian era; the first was in 720 n.c.,, when Sargon of Assyria
defeated- Sabacon, the Ethiopian ruler of Egypt ; the second was in 214 B.C., when Ptolemy IV
gained a decisive victory over Antiochus I11 of Syria.

It may be convenient now to set forth in tabular form the place-names on the road to
Palestine that are mentioned either in the Karnak sculptures or in the papyrus Anastast I,
together with such few modern identifications as are certain or plausible.

KARNAK Papr. Anasrast | MODERN SITE

1. “The fortress of Thel,} B | =¢ Ways of Horus’ Kantareh
2. ¢The dividing-waters’ (name of canal), A J s ’
3. ¢ The-Dwelling-of-the-Lion, D =*The-Dwelling-of-Sese’ Tell Habwe?
4. ‘The-Migdol-of-MenmaCre€) E 1 —_ Tell el-Hér?
5. ‘The well H-p-n) ¥ J1=H-t-y-n’ (Magdolo)
6. ¢ Buto-of-Sety-Meneptah, G \ =*Tract-of-Buto-of-Sese’ Katiyeh??
7. “The well Tract-of-...... o7 T J = =
8. ‘The-Castle-of-MenmaCre€ (called?) The-.. -(18)-)

his-Protection, 1 J = P
9. “The-Stronghold-of-Sety-Meneptal’ (alterna-) L

tive name for 81), J J J ? = In-his-Stronghold-(is)- UsimaCre€’ —

10. “Town whick (His) Majesty [built] (newly), K

13 e N-b-al E—
12. “The well ’1b-s-k-b,) L ="Tb-3-}b ——
13. “The well of Sety-Meneptah, M i e
14. —_— C. Y-0-n ——

15. ¢ The well MenmaCre€-(is)-Great-in- Victories, N

16. ‘The well (called) Sweet) O

17. ‘Town which His Majesty built newly at the well
H-b(?)-2-1) P

18. ¢ The-Stronghold -of - MenmaCre € -Heir-of - IRe€’
(alternative name for 177), Q

19. 2-b(?)-r-b-t,) R

20. The well of-MenmaCre€) S

21. ‘N-h-s of the Prince, T

.

|
J
]? I1-b-r-t (follows 21) a——
\
J

= N-h-s (precedes 17) e

22, ¢ The-town-of-[ Ruphia], U = R-ph Rafa
23. —— N-d-t —_— Haza
(Y)orsa
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This research presents an overview of the archaeological finds
discovered at the site of Tell Abu Saifi (Sila), which feature
significant artistic patterns dating back to the Greek-Roman period.
These include coins, gold and stone artifacts, local and imported
pottery of various types, and unique glassware. The dating of the
era of the discovered fortresses was achieved through the
examination of numerous pottery shards, coins, and stone artifacts
found at Sila, which bear ancient inscriptions. One of these
inscriptions has been dated to the year 288 AD and pertains to a

(JAAUTH) Roman unit stationed at Tell Abu Saifi (Sila). This research was
Vol. 27, No. 1, conducted at the Sila fortress by Jean Clyde. Dr. Mohamed Abd EI-

(Dec 2024), Maksoud, the supervisor of the Egyptian mission working in the
PP.293 -316. area, stated that the mission also succeeded in uncovering a
collection of movable artifacts, including a Greek inscription
recorded on a piece of limestone that details certain aspects of
military history during the Roman period. This includes
information on the organization of the Roman army within the
fortress, which the Egyptian mission managed to reveal in previous
years. Additionally, the mission uncovered a number of bronze
coins, several pottery statues depicting the warrior god "Bes,” as
well as a collection of pottery lamps and dishes.
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