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The Extent to Which Geography Textbooks for the Upper
Elementary Grades Consider the Psychological Foundations
Underpinning the Curriculum irom the Standpoint oi Teachers
and Principals in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Thamer Al-Shammari & Dr. Hani Weshah

Abstract//

This study aimed at investigating the extent to which geography
textbooks for the upper elementary grades consider the psychological
foundations underpinning the curriculum from the standpoint of teachers and
principals in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The population consisted of (356)
teachers in Hafer Al-Batin governarate in the academic year 2003/2004, and
(300) principals. A randomly stratified sample consisted of (89) teachers and
(75) principals was selected to respond to the study questionnaire.

To collect data, the researcher developed questionnaire to assess the
psychological foundations representation in geography curriculum from
teachers and principals perspectives, it consisted of (50) items. Validity of the
test was found by content validity through a jury of specialist referees, as well
as, its reliability was found by Alpha Cronbach coefficient Which was (0.86).

Means and standard deviations were used to represent the degree of
underpinning of psychological foundations in geography curriculum. Also,
t-test and two way analysis of variance were used to answer the questions of
the study. The study revealed the following results:

There are many moderate representations of the psychological
foundations underpinning the geography curriculum.

There are statistically significant differences in the means of
psychological foundations underpinning in geography curriculum in favor to
principals when compared with teachers.

The study recommended that curricula planners should take
psychological foundations into consideration, and teachers have to give
attention to them in a way that might enhance the learners™ knowledge quality
and by meeting their needs and desires.
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