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The History of Kuwait between Local Sources and British Documents: Sheikh Salem

Mubarak Al-Sabah as a Model (1917-1921 AD).
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Summary:

This study address’s the issue of historical narrative of the ninth ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh
Salim Al-Mubarak Al- Sabah (1917-1921), in an attempt to present the true aspect of his
reign and understand the traits of The Sheikh, and interpret the impact on the decisions and
positions he took regarding the events that occurred during his reign. This study attempts to
identify the conflicts that occurred between him and the people of the emirate, Britain, and
neighboring powers. To determine their reflection and influence on the situation of the
emirate and the chances of his son, Sheikh ‘Abdullah, assuming the rule of the emirate, and

their contribution to the emergence of the Consultative Council in 1921.

The study relied on an inductive analytical approach based on collecting information from
British documents, in addition to what was mentioned in local sources, and comparing them
to extract the actual event that corresponds to the historical narrative. To reveal the lack of
clarity regarding Sheikh Salim Al-Mubarak's ruling style in local sources. In addition, it
presents the real aspect that corresponds to the historical narrative, which contributed
significantly to shaping the political future of Kuwait, especially after Sheikh Salim Al-
Mubarak's death in 1921.

Keywords: Kuwait, Salem, Sabah, Merchants, Britain, Al-Rashid.
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* IOR/R/15/1/513 From Cox, Basrah, to Arbur, Cairo, repeated Foreign Delhi, Secretary of State London, No.
1223, Dated 16" Feb 1917, P. 53”.
* IOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Agency Kuwait to Civil Commoner Baghdad, No. 41 C, Dated 29 April 1918,
P. 63.
> IOR/R/15/1/514 “Situation at Kuwait”, P. 25.
® JOR/R/15/1/514 “Situation at Kuwait”, P. 33.
7TOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Lieutenant Assistant Political Agentc Kuwait, Dated 4™ Sep 1918.
8 JOR/R/15/1/513 From Political Agent Kuwait to Civil Commissioner Baghdad, No. Boc, Dated 19 Sep 1918,
P.60.
° JOR/R/15/1/513 From Political Agent Kuwait to Civil Commissioner Baghdad, No. Boc, Dated 19 Sep 1918,
P.60.
Y TOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Lieutenant Assistant Political Agent, Kuwait, Dated 4 Sep 1918, P.63.
" IOR/R/15/1/513 To Civil Commissioner Baghdad, Dated 19" Sep 1918.
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B JOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Lieutenant Assistant Political Agent, Kuwait, Dated 4th Sep 1918.
“IOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Lieutenant Assistant Political Agent, Kuwait, Dated 4th Sep 1918.
* IOR/R/15/1/514 From Bill to Deputy Civil Commissioner, Busrah, Dated 9™ February 1918, No 10B bis.
® IOR/R/15/1/514 Copy of a Telegram No. m-58, Dated April 24th 1918, From Mr. Philby, to Political
Baghdad.
Y TOR/R/15/1/514 “Situation of Kuwait”, P.32.
¥ JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Agency, Kuwait. To Civil Commissioner Baghdad, Dated April 29™ 1918,
No.41 C
¥ JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Agency, Kuwait. To Civil Commissioner Baghdad, Dated April 29™ 1918,
No.41C
*®JOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Licutenant Assistant Political Agent <Kuwait, Dated 4th Sep 1918.
' JOR/R/15/1/514 “Situation at Kuwait”.
*2 JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Agent Kuwait to D.C.C. Basrah, No.105, Dated 9 Feb 1918, P.9.
2 JOR/R/15/1/514 “Situation at Kuwait”.
** JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Baghdad, To Foreign Simla Repeated S of S for India, Dated 24™ May 1918,
No0.4503.
2 JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political, Kuwait, June 24/24, No.64-C.
2 JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Kuwait, to Political Baghdad Repeated Basrah, Dated 29/6/1918, No.94 C.
> IOR/R/15/1/514 Report on the Situation of Kuwait, to P.A. Bahrain, Dated 26™ March 1918, No.6015.
2 JOR/L/PS/10/925 From H.R.P. Dickson to Percy Cox, Bahrain, Date 9" November 1920, No.312.
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**JOR/R/15/1/522 From Political Agency, Kuwait. To the Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, Dated 17 July 1920,
No.59 C.
*' JOR/R/15/1/522 From Political Agency, Kuwait. To the Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, Dated 17 July 1920,
No.59 C.
*2 JOR/L/PS10/925 Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, To S. of S, Dated 29" August 1920, C.E.W./H/P.
* JOR/L/PS10/925 Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, To S. of S, Dated 29" August 1920, C.E.W./H/P.
> IOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Kuwait to Political Baghdad repeated Basrah by Bushire, No.101 C, Dated
13.7.1918, P. 126.
* JOR/R/15/1/522 From Political Kuwait to High Commissioner Baghdad, No.21-C, Dated 10" received 11™
January 1921, P.266.
*® JOR/L/PS10/925 Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, To S. of S, Dated 29 August 1920, C.F.W./H/P.
¥ TOR/L/PS10/925 Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, To S. of S, Dated 29 August 1920, C.F.W./H/P.
** JOR/L/15/1/522 From Political Kuwait to High Commissioner Baghdad, No. 43/c, Dated 11" received 12"
Feb 1921, P. 302.
** TOR/L/15/1/522 From Political Kuwait to High Commissioner Baghdad, No. 43/c, Dated 11" received 12"
Feb 1921, P. 302.
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Feb 1921, P. 302.
* IOR/R/15/1/522 From High Commissioner to Political Kuwait, No. 168-S, Dated 5 January 1920, P. 260.
*JOR/R/15/1/513 To Civil Commissioner Baghdad, Dated 19" Sep 1918
* TOR/R/15/1/513 Secret Letter from Licutenant Assistant Political Agent, Kuwait, Dated 4™ Sep 1918.
* Political Agency Kuwait, Dated 28™ December 1919, P.125.
> JOR/R/15/1/514 From Political Kuwait to Political Baghdad, No.7, Dated 6 January 1918, P. 6.
** JOR/R/15/1/513 From Political Kuwait to High Commissioner Baghdad, No.72 C, Dated 26" April 1921, P.
84.
* IOR/R/15/1/513 From Political, Koweit, To High Commissioner, Baghdad, Dated 26™ March received 27"
March 1921. No.49/C
** JOR/R/15/1/513 From Political, Koweit, To High Commissioner, Baghdad, Dated 26™ March received 27"
March 1921. No.49/C
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