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Informal Employment and the Efforts of Trade
Unions in Achieving Social Security
"A Field Study"'

Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the efforts of labor unions to
achieve social security for irregular workers. The study relied on a
random sample of irregular workers working in the furniture
industry in Damietta Governorate, numbering 372 individuals, based
on a questionnaire form, using the snowball method, in addition to
relying on the in-depth interview guide tool with members of the
union committee for workers in the furniture industry in Damietta
Governorate, numbering 7 interviews. The study concluded that the
factors for the increasing rates of irregular workers are represented
by the preference for the culture of self-employment, fear of
unemployment, increasing rates of migration and displacement, in
addition to the weakness of modernization and continuous
development in the furniture products industry and the greed of
merchants, workers' ignorance of their rights, weak oversight and
multiple inspection bodies, in addition to high tax rates. The
problems facing irregular workers are represented by the inability of
irregular workers to market their products, the high prices of raw
materials, and the lack of opportunities for professional
advancement. The union's efforts were represented in helping
irregular workers market their products through many events and
exhibitions. Residing outside Damietta Governorate, and issuing a
newspaper that discusses their needs and problems. The study also
confirmed that irregular employment has a major role in achieving
economic growth, increasing national income, and thus contributing
to achieving sustainable development.

Keywords: irregular employment, labor unions, social security,
furniture industry.
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