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An art historical study of the depictions of the Crusader Bible Haggadah

in France and the Golden Haggadah in Spain
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The research revolves around studying the artistic style in depicting examples of the
Haggadot and the cultural, religious, and artistic importance that these depictions carry.
Although they are considered educational books for the prayers and readings said during the
meal, they are associated with the Jewish Passover. In the Middle Ages, they turned into

works of art, especially when pictures were added to them. The sponsors of this type of

manuscripts even competed in executing and spending lavishly on them to achieve quality
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and breathtaking beauty. The research selects two manuscripts in the Middle Ages that
carry great artistic importance, namely the Haggadah of the Golden Book (The Haggadah
Gold) made in Catalonia, Spain in the 14th century AD. And the Haggadah of the Crusader
Bible, made in France in the 13th century AD, and whose ownership was transferred to
many different owners in the East and West. The research lists the political relations
between France and Spain, the political and cultural conditions, and their impact on the
works of art in both, especially manuscript art, as well as the conditions regarding artistic
workshops, and the influences Which influenced the depiction of manuscript art in general
and the Haggadah in particular. The research also addresses the issue of raw materials and
tools used. Comparing the two books in terms of their history, design, and the artwork
depicted within them, the study and comparison reveal the common factors between them in
many artistic manifestations in terms of their influence by Gothic art and Northern French art,
as well as the inclusion of some Islamic elements and units at times, and the use of the
rarest, most powerful and flamboyant colors. And realism in conveying the elements and life
scenes of the Old Testament prophets. The research also reviews the types of calligraphy
within them and the sources of internal texts that the artist relied on to record the scenes
depicted in the Book of Haggadot. The research ends with the most important findings that
the researcher reached, which confirm the direct artistic influence between France and

Spain. In the works of the Haggadot.
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