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Islamic lllustrated Manuscripts as a Concept for the Coexistence of Religious and

Cultural Pluralism in Spain and Iran
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In this study, we seek to demonstrate and present the concept of religious and cultural
pluralism through the role of illustrated manuscripts in Spain and Iran, which embodied the
true meaning of coexistence among members of one society, which was centered in the
Spanish city of Toledo between the tenth and thirteenth centuries AD, especially after the
translation movement, the establishment of the Toledan translators’ school, and the
assistance of Jews, Christians and Muslims in translating the most important Islamic books,
which contained many illustrated manuscripts, which in turn influenced the thinking of artists
specialized in manufacturing manuscripts due to the clarity of style and artistic wording that
characterized those manuscripts. On the other hand, in Iran, the manufacturing of illustrated
manuscripts was concentrated in the city of Tabriz, which was a stronghold. For the Jews
between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries AD, therefore, the artistic features of Islamic
painting had the greatest and clear impact on the making of these manuscripts in the Jewish
language.

These lllustrated Islamic manuscripts played a role in providing a design model and artistic
features that were closest to expressing adequate content that served the ideas presented to
those with different beliefs in the artistic work through the artistic features of Islamic painting
that influenced the planning of designing the pages of Spanish and Iranian manuscripts
despite the clear diversity between the two cultures, and it became The art of Islamic

manuscripts is the link for cultural and societal integration. With another opinion in unifying
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ideas and covering them with a unified societal template and common artistic features.
demonstrating in a distinctive way the uniqueness of Islamic paintings and adapting it to suit
all ideas and not monopolizing it on a cultural or religious group. The artist of manuscript
stressed, regardless of His ideological and cultural affiliation is that he is always searching
for the ideal way to express his ideas in artistic work using the appropriate artistic features
that have always been present in the features and style of Islamic depictions.
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