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Financing public higher education institutions in the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through partnerships: a qualitative
study
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Abstract:

The study aims to identify graduate students' perceptions
about the role of partnerships in financing government higher
education institutions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in light of
Vision 2030. The study relied on the qualitative approach and
used interviews to collect information to answer the research
questions. The results of the study indicate that government
higher education institutions, despite their continued reliance on
government financial allocations, have recently witnessed
serious attempts to diversify sources of income. The results
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found that higher education institutions have not yet taken full
advantage of the opportunities for for-profit partnerships with
governmental and non-governmental organizations. The results
show that obstacles limit the success of partnership programs
between Saudi universities and other organizations, including
legal and, cultural, and administrative reasons. The results
indicate that there are a large number of initiatives in the areas of
partnerships that will have a significant financial return for Saudi
universities, including partnerships in the fields of training and
education, consulting, research, and partnerships in social
responsibility that would be an essential funding source for
universities if they are taken care of. The participants also
presented several proposals for developing partnership programs
in higher education institutions. The study presented some
recommendations to enhance the diversification of funding
sources for Saudi higher education institutions through

partnerships.
Keywords: financing education, diversifying funding sources,
social partnerships, partnerships with the private sector, higher
education
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