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Abstract

The study aims to explore the violence phenomenon in the
Hebrew sacred text, analyze the various strategies adopted by the
authors of biblical canons, in the research, to achieve deviation,
and make the text in its current form. It presents two readings.
First, closed reading is concerned with the unity of the topic and
tackles the sacred text as integrated, which cannot be understood
in isolation from its comprehensive parts. It is the prevailing
reading, which starts from sacredness and believes in the
transcendent self as the primary source of the sacred text revealed
in succession. Additionally, this transcendent self is responsible
for every letter in the text. Hence, literal reading is required, and
the apparent (literal) meaning is considered. Second, free reading
does not consider the text's apparent (literal) meaning, unity, or
comprehensiveness. It adopts deconstructive reading, which
divides the text into smaller units that are dealt with separately.
Based on the principle of doubt, it aims to reveal the contextual
and textual contradictions undermining the text and preventing
the cohesion and coherence of its parts, determine their relation to
the historical and religious context of the authors of the biblical
canons, question the potential contradiction between their vision
and the presumed monotheistic tendency of the sacred, creating a
kind of contradiction between two types of thinking: The liberal
and fundamentalist on the other, through an imaginary trial of the
sacred text .

Keywords: Criticism of the Old Testament; Religious violence;
Sacred and secular; Religious phenomenon; Genocide
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