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The status of the Egyptian Legation in Budapest during the
Hungarian revolution, November (5-9), 1956

Abstract:

This research deals with "The status of the Egyptian Legation in
Budapest during the Hungarian revolution, November (5-9) 1956", as
Hungary experienced chaos and unrest during October and November of
1956. This prompted the Hungarian Government to seek help from Moscow.
Soviet forces entered the Hungarian borders and began to deploy
significantly in many areas, including the Hungarian capital, Budapest, where
the Egyptian Legation’s House is located. Many parts of Budapest have been
horribly and frighteningly destroyed by Soviet forces. This naturally affected
diplomatic missions and their inner-city headquarters. Among those missions
that were affected and attacked was the Egyptian Mission, resided in the
Egyptian Legation in Budapest. On the morning of November 5th, 1956,
Soviet forces assaulted the building of the Egyptian Legation, leading
members of the Egyptian Mission to a state of terror and dismay. The
Egyptian Legation's building was also vandalized, looted, pillaged and
demolished at the time.

At the same time, Egypt's Minister Plenipotentiary: "Abdel Hamid Nafie"
had a number of contacts with ambassadors of friendly countries to stop such
attacks. He also made numerous contacts with the Soviet Embassy in
Budapest. Accordingly, Moscow sent a fact-finding committee, which visited
the Egyptian Legation's building in Budapest, to ascertain the fact that the
Legation had been attacked by Soviet forces and pinpoint the extent of the
material and in-kind losses incurred by the Legation. Finally, the Soviet
government pledged to compensate for those losses. The Soviet Committee
of Inquiry also made more than a verbal and official apology to the Egyptian
Minister Plenipotentiary for the attack of Soviet soldiers on the building of
the Egyptian Legation’s House in Budapest.

Keywords: Egyptian Legation — Budapest — Abdel Hamid Nafie — Hungarian
Revolution — Egyptian Mission.
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- Anita Wolff "ed": Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, published

by Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., London, 2006.

- Charles Phillips & Alan Axelrod : Encyclopedia of Historical
Treaties and Alliances, Second Edition, Facts on File, Inc.,

Printed in the United States of America, New York, 2006.

- Courtlandt Canby & David S. Lemberg: Encyclopedia of
Historic Places, Revised Edition, Facts on File, Inc., Printed in
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- Erwin A schmidl: The Hungarian Revolution 1956, First
Published, Osprey Publishing, Midland House, Wes Way,
Bottle Oxford, Ox2oph, UK, Great Britain, 2006.

- J. Gyorkei and M. Horvath "ed": Soviet Military Intervention in
Hungary 1956, First Published Central European University
Press, New York, 1999.

- James R. Millar "ed": Encyclopedia of Russian History, Printed
in the United States of America, MacMillan, Reference U. S.
A., 2004.

- Krisztina Fehervary "ed": The Long Road to Revolution the
Hungarian Gulag 1945- 1956, printed in The United States of
America, 1989.

- Richard Lettis & William 1. Morris: The Hungarian Revolt
October 23- November 4, 1956, Charles Scribner's Sons, New
York, 1961.

- Wojciech Roszkowski and Jan Kofman "ed": Biographical
Dictionary of Central and Eastern Europe in The Twentieth
Century, First Published, M. E. Sharpe Armonk, Printed in the
United States of America, New York, 2008.
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