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Abstract

This study explores the extent to which political racism was
deeply rooted in Roman culture during ancient times, as
evidenced by the writings of historians and writers that
directly and indirectly reflect the Romans' view of other
peoples during the Republican era and the first period of the
Imperial era, which was represented in the first three
centuries AD. This becomes clear by tracing the steps taken by
the Romans in determining their position among peoples and
in determining the position of other peoples in relation to
them, steps through which the Romans explained the
justifications for their superiority and entitlement to rule the
world on the one hand and the reasons for the general
inferiority of other peoples in their opinion on the other hand.
This is done by tracing the opinions contained in the writings
of the great Roman historians and writers who had a clear
imprint on Roman culture during that period, then these
opinions are refuted and interpreted to determine the truth of
the existence of racism among the Romans and its influence in
general.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Vitruvius", P. 1609.

@ Cf. Vitruvius., De Architectura, B. VI, Ch. I, Sec. 3 - 4.
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temperatissimae ad utramque partem et corporum membris
animorumque vigoribus pro fortitudine sunt in Italia gentes.!
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. Vitruvius., De Architectura, B. VI, Ch. I, Sec. 10, L. 11, Sec. 11, L 1 ff.
@ Cf. Vitruvius, De Architectura, B. VI, Ch. I, Sec..11, LL. 10-11.
@ vitruvius., De Architectura, B. VI, Ch.1, Sec. 11, L. 10.
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quod L. Sulla exercitum, quem in Asia ductaverat, quo sibi
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Gaius Sallustius", P. 1348.
uE (A VA — oG V¥A) Lucius Cornelius Sulla Ysw sl o8 ugss
(B B AT Ly 8 4 jSuald) claladl) ey daila g dabad) o Y g gl e g (ouibag
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. "Sulla", P. 1348.
* C. Sallustius Crispus, Catilinae Coniuratio, Ch. 11, Sec 4, line 1 ff.
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@ cf. C. Sallustius Crispus, Catilinae Coniuratio, Ch. X1, Sec. 5, L. 1ff.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Cicero ", P. 1558.

®) Cicero, De Republica, B. 1, Sec. 7. LL 1-2.
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@ Cf. Cicero, De Republica, B. 1, Sec. 7, LL 3-6.
(* ) Mubasher Mahdi, Cicero on Constitution, Government and Ethics,
International Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences (IJELS),
Vol-3, Issue-1, Jan - Feb, 2018, P. 7.
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()Bjorn Forsén — Antti Lampinen, " Barbarians and Empire Greek and
Roman Conceptions of the East”, An Article in: Oriental Mirages.
Stereotypes and Identity Creation in the Ancient World, 2024, Ch. 1, P.
11. (pp.11-40).

o) rdl ) md sgdl aal (a3 V1 a3 0 ) Sextus Propertius gussis s

A.\ﬁ.d\usﬂAMJJM\uEMyoMMeuAﬂY\M\UAmSMJ\MW\wUAu
rillgll ) uA (_,.MY\

The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Propertius" , P. 1258.

®) propertius, Elegia., B. 111, Poem X111, Verse: 48-50.

@ Cf. Propertius, Elegia., B. 111, Poem X111, Verse: 48-50.
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The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization, S.V. " Plinius", P.
1096.
®) Plinius, Naturalis Historia, B. XXXI1I, Ch. 57, Sec. 148, L.1.
“ The Oxford Latin Dictionary, " S.V. " Luxuria " P. 1054.
® Plinius, Naturalis Historia, B. XXXI11, Sec. 148, L. 4.
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The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization, S.V., " luvenalis " , P.
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@ Juvenalis., Saturae, Poem VI, Verse: 299.
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The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization, S.V. " Plinius ",

P.1099.

®) Cf. Plinius, Epistulae, B. I11, Letter 11, sec. 2, L.1 ff.

“ Birgit Van Der Lans, ** The Politics Of Exclusion™ Expulsions Of Jews

And Others From Rome, Amesterdam University Press, Amesterdam

University Press, (2015): 33-77, P. 68.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. P. " Isis " P. 768.

©) Cf. Suetonius, De Vitis Caesarum, Divus Claudius. B. V, Sec. XXV.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Licinius Mucianus" , P. 859,
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Oxford Companion to Classical Literature, S.V. " Stoicism" P. 1256.

% Dio Cassius, Historia Romanae, B. LXV, Ch.13, Sec . 1a, L. 1 ff.
) Cf. Dio Cassius, Historia Romanae, B. LXV, Ch.13, Sec. 2, L. 3 ff.
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Sed pietate ac religione atque hac una sapientia, quod deorum
numine omnia regi gubernarique perspeximus, omnis gentis
nationesque superavimus. "
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@ Cf. Cicero, De Haruspicum Responso, Ch. 9, Sec. 19, L. 11.
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Populum Romanum server fas non est, quem di immortales
omnibus gentibus imperare voluerunt.
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Aliae nationes servitutem pati possunt, Populi Romani est
propria libertas. ®
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tradidit in servitutem ludaeis et Syris, nationibus natis
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@ Cicero, Philippicae, Oratio VI, Sec. 19, L. 7 ff.
@ Cicero, Philippicae, Oratio VI, Sec. 19, L. 11.
®) Cicero, De Provinciis Consularibus, Ch.V, Sec. 10, L. 3.
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quippe illic Macedones Thracesque et Illyrii erant,
ferocissimae omnes gentes, hic Syri et Asiatici Graeci sunt,
uilissima genera hominum et seruituti nata.®
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Ea belli gloria est populo Romano ut cum suum conditorisque
sui parentem Martem potissimum ferat tarn et hoc gentes
humanae patiantur aequo animo quam imperium patiuntur.®
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A Dictionary of World History, S.V." Livius ", P. 110.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary S.V " Aquillius " P. 134.

®) Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, B. XXXVI, Ch. 17, Sec. 5, L. 1 ff.

@) Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, B. I, Ch. Pr., Sec. 7., L. 4 ff.
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et hoc gentes humanae patiantur aequo animo quam
imperium patiuntur.®
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@ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, B. XLV, Ch. 18. Sec. 1, L. 2.
@ |jvius, Ab Urbe Condita, B. I, Ch. 1, Sec. 7, L.1.
® Cf. Plinius, Naturalis Historia, B. 111, Ch. 5, Sec. 39, LL. 2-5.
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@ Benjamin lIsaac, "Barbarian in Greek and Latin Literature, " an
Article in Empire and ldeology in the Graeco-Roman World, Selected
Papers, Cambrigde University Press, 2017, P. 123.
@ Benjamin Isaac, "Barbarian in Greek and Latin Literature, " P. 129.
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Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Phoenicians" P. 1173.
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Fallacissimum genus esse Phoenicum omnia monumenta
vetustatis atque omnes historiae nobis prodiderunt.®”
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@ Cicero, Pro Scauro, Ch. 19, Sec. 42, LL. 1-2.

@ Benjamin lsaac, The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity,

Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 2004, P. 356
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The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature, S.V. "Curtius Rufus", P.

465.

@ Cf. Curt., History of Alexander, B. 1V, Ch. 1, Sec. 30
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Post hoc nemo miretur quod per sedecim annos quibus
Aegyptum maritus eius optinuit numquam in publico con-
specta est, neminem prouincialem domum suam admisit. *
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Itaque loquax et in contumelias praefectorum ingeniosa
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@ Quintus Curtius Rufus, Historiae Alexandri Magni, B. 1V, Ch. 1, Sec.

30,L.3
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Annaeus Seneca", P. 95.

® George Frederick Pliotis, Studies in the Ancient Reception of Seneca

the Younger, thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy,

Corpus Christi College University of Cambridge, 2023, P. 124.

* Seneca, Epistulae Morales Ad Lucilium, B. XI1, Ch. 19, Sec. 5, L.10.

®) Seneca, Epistulae Morales Ad Lucilium, Letter XI1, Ch. 19, Sec. 6, L.5.
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Aegyptiorum morem quis ignorat? quorum in-

butae mentes pravitatis erroribus quamvis carnifici-
nam prius subierint quam ibim aut aspidem aut faelem
aut canem aut corcodillum violent, quorum etiamsi
inprudentes quippiam fecerint, poenam nullam recu-
sent..™
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WCicero, Tusculanae Dispotationes, B. V, Ch. 27, Sec. 78, L. 10 ff.
@ Benjamin lsaac, The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity P.
357.
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@ propertius, Elegiae , B. 111, Poem 11, Verse 33.

@ M. E. C., Leemreize, " Framing Egypt : Roman literary perceptions of

Egypt from Cicero to Juvenal . P. 101.

®) Cf. Seneca, Suasoriae, Ch. 1, Sec. 7, |.5ff.
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Oxford Classical Dictionary, S.V. " Dellius " P.442.

®) M. E. C., Leemreize, " Framing Egypt: Roman literary perceptions of
Egypt from Cicero to Juvenal" , P. 79, 83, 101.
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Superbiebat ventosa et insolens natio, quod victorem quidem
populum pasceret, tamen quodque in suo flumine in suis
navibus vel abundantia nostra vel fames esset.®
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@ Plinius, Panegyricus, Ch. XXXI, Sec. 2, L. 3 ff..

@ Benjamin Isaac, The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity, P.
361

®) Dio Cassius, Historea Romanae, B. L, Ch. 24. Sec. 6, L. 1. ff
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@ Martialis., Epigramata, B. V111, Poem 36, Verse 1-4.

®M. E. C. Leemreize, " Framing Egypt: Roman literary perceptions of

Egypt from Cicero to Juvenal" , Vol. 9, (November 2016), Retrieved

from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/44023, P. 1, 3.
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@ Plinius, Naturalis Historia, B. VII, Ch. 50, Sec. 113, LL. 1- 2.

®) plutarchus, Biography, B. I1, Cat. Ma., Ch. 23, Sec. 2, L.6.

“ The Oxford Companion To Classical Civilization, S.V. Cato, P. 350.
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