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The research aims to investigate the role of religious institutions in
finding solutions to political crises that the society in Egypt faced
during the Greek and Roman eras. The study focuses on two specific
regions: the Theban region during the Ptolemaic period and the
Mendesian region during the Roman period. The first of these crises
were the political upheavals that occurred in the Theban region during
the Ptolemaic period between 207 and 186 BC, 168 and 164 BC, and
90 and 85 BC. These periods were marked by frequent disturbances
and popular rebellions, during one of which the Theban region
managed to completely secede from Ptolemaic rule.

As for the second crisis, it was the political crisis that occurred in
the Mendesian region during the Roman era, specifically during the
reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius. A serious revolt against the
Romans erupted in the northern part of the delta, known as the
Herdsmen's Revolt or the Revolt of the Bucoli in 171-172 AD.

The Egyptian herdsmen and farmers in the northern Delta, known to
the sources as ' Bucoli," attacked the Roman forces stationed in their
camps in the northern Delta in a hit-and-run resembling a guerrilla
war. This serious rebellion posed a real threat to Roman rule in Egypt,
to the extent that Alexandria itself was on the brink of falling into the
hands of Egyptian rebels. This research sheds light on the role of
religious institutions in finding solutions to the political crises that the
society in Egypt faced during that period. The researcher conducts
research through what she finds, between the lines of papyrus
documents and from modern references, of indicators and evidence
that clarify the influence and role of religious institutions in leading
those important political crises at the time of the revolts in the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras.
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