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The United States' View of Christian Issues
in Egypt in the Mid-1940s

Abstract

The study deals with the beginning of the interest of the American
Foreign Ministry and its legation in Egypt in the Christian sects; within
the framework of its efforts to inherit the British lion in the aftermath of
World War 1l in all areas that were previously a British concern .

The research presented the American vision of the draft personal status
law for non-Muslims that was presented by the Wafdist government in
1944 AD. In this, it adopted an indirect policy. Instead of direct talks
with the Egyptian administration, the American legation participated
with the representatives of the Christians of Egypt and some employees
of the British embassy in Cairo in drawing up the broad outlines of the
media bulletins opposing the Egyptian government’s projects regarding
the personal status of non-Muslims. The employees of the American
legation in Cairo also communicated with: the Irish Catholic Apostolic
Mission in Egypt, and the Protestant groups. While the American
Commission commissioned the American University in Cairo to
prepare a study on "Christian minorities in Egypt", it also sought the
help of legal experts in general and Egyptian affairs in particular - most
notably American Judge Gaspar Brinton, President of the Alexandria
Mixed Court of Appeal - to consult them in forming a vision on the
controversial personal status law for non-Muslims and its repercussions
on the status of foreigners in Egypt .

The study concluded that the American Commission had focused
primarily on the issues of Christian sects in Egypt, inheriting this file
from Britain and fearing that it would affect members of the American
community in Egypt. The Commission also closely monitored Egyptian
laws that would affect Protestant activity, which is a pivotal base for
American expansion, concentration and dominance in Egypt and the
Middle East. The study proved that political differences between
Egyptian governments had thwarted the state's efforts to impose a
single judiciary on all Egyptians, regardless of their religions and sects
at the time .

Keywords: American Commission, Personal Status Law for Non-
Muslims, Christian Sects, Religious Courts, American University.
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(*?) Confidential U.S state Department central files, Box 3590, Egypt 1945-1949, Interal
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