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Cultural Interaction in al-Hallaj’s thought
(Theory of Incarnation (al-hulil) as example)

Abstract

This research focuses on the philosophical origins of incarnation (al-
hulal) according to Abu Mansur al-Hallaj. The researcher attempted
to shed light on this concept and its theological and philosophical
origins according to al-Hallaj. She differentiated between the
concept of incarnation (al-hulail) and other concepts that are closely
related and similar in meaning to it such as the concepts of union and
unity of existence.

Then, the researcher presented the philosophical and theological
effects on al-Hallaj’s Sufi views and perceptions in general and on
the idea of incarnation (al-hull) in particular. She found out that
despite the diversity of sources of the notion of incarnation (al-hulal)
from both religious and philosophical perspectives, al-Hallaj’s usage
of it was unique and added originality and renewal to his views that
were unique to him and distinguished him from others.

After that, the researcher showed the symbolic language of al-Hallaj
and clarified that the use of this language was restricted to a specific
group, in that its meaning and significance will only be understood
by a few who followed the path of Sufism and reached the highest
ranks and degrees, or what is called in the language of Sufis
themselves, annihilation in God.

Views and attitudes towards al-Hallaj varied and differed because of
his symbolic language, as there were those who disbelieved him
such as Ibn Hazm and lbn Taymiyyah, and there were those who
took him out of the circle of disbelief and acknowledged his faith
such as al-Ghazali and 1bn Tufayl.

Keywords: Cultural Interaction, al-Hallaj’s thought, Theory of
Incarnation (al-hulal).
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