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Consumption capitalism and its impact on humans - a critical
analytical study.
Ahmed AlSyd Abd elHamid Mohamed
Department of Doctrine and Philosophy - Faculty of Religious
Fundamentals and Advocacy in Mansoura <Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: ahmed.alsyd@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Consumer capitalism is the most important development of
capitalism. As interest has moved from production to consumption <and
from the commodity that benefits humans to the commaodity that brings
temporary pleasure <the concept of consumer capitalism indicates the
maximization of consumption <by using capitalism as a set of media
mechanisms and tools in order to create desires and needs among the
consumer for the commodity that he may not need. To it with the aim
of increasing production and increasing profits.

Consumer capitalism appeared in Western Europe in the fifties of
the twentieth century due to the great technological shift and industrial
development <which made companies in the sixties face a major
problem of overproduction in exchange for a lack of demand for
products. The goal of capitalism became to draw the consumer’s
intense attention to the commodity <and to create new needs. For
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goods.

Thus «a group of changes came to capitalism <including: the transfer
of the market to the human soul <and competition became between
consumers and not between producers as it was before <and thus
consumer capitalism became a meeting point between capitalism and
communism.

Consumer capitalism has used several means to promote goods and
develop the spirit of consumption through several means. Among them:
advertisements <appealing to instincts <narrowing the life cycle of the
product <and using the commaodity as a symbol.

The dangers of consumer capitalism range from:

1- Danger to humans; It created a natural human being who
sanctifies pleasure and does not believe in anything other than it as a
reference. It also worked to commodify man and commodify his
dreams.

2- The danger of consumer capitalism to the environment.

3- The role of consumer capitalism in the phenomenon of global
high prices.

Keywords: Capitalism - consumerism - pleasure - environment -
high prices - advertising - commodity symbol
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