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Creed of Sustenance in Islam, Its Amplitude and Shortage
“Review and Analysis”
Abdullah Mahmoud Surur Ali
Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da wah, Al-Azhar University at Mansoura, Arab Republic of

Egypt.
E-mail: abdalasouror@gmail.com

Summary:

This research is about the concept of Sustenance in Islam and
explains that it is a matter of belief. | summarized it in a preamble and
two chapters. In the preamble, | discuss the meaning of the Creed,
Sustenance and the compound term “Creed of Sustenance”. I stated
that Creed of Sustenance is a belief of the heart and soul that Allah, the
Almighty is the Sustainer and giving sustenance is a meaning of His
godhead.

In the First Chapter, | discuss the meaning of Godhead in
relation to Sustenance and explain that Godhead is the comprehensive
term that implies the meaning of all Allah’s attributes that are
connected with His creatures and the signs of their existence are among
them. Those signs are such as His creatures’ belief and
acknowledgement that Allah is the Creator, Sustainer, Mastermind, All
Powerful, Giver of Life, Taker of Life, Afflictor, Benefactor. In
addition, | explain that Giving Substance is one of His Attributes
ascribed to His Actions Not Self that demonstrate His power and will
related to His Deeds.

Attributes ascribed to His Actions includes those related to
goodness and evilness. Those related to goodness are such as the
Creator, Sustainer, Donor, Opener, Benefactor, Promoter. Allah is
praised by calling Him the Subduer and Victorious, warned from by
calling Him the Subduer and Compeller when meaning the compulsion.
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Then I explained that Allah, may He be praised and exalted, doesn't
deserve to be worshiped except after His lordship is proven, and
therefore Allah Almighty said: "Allah extends the sustenance for whom
He wills of His servants and restricts for him. Indeed, Allah of
everything (is) All-Knower." [Al-Ankabut: 62] . When Allah Almighty
said, "Allah extends the sustenance for whom He wills of His
servants"”, After stating the creator of the heavens and earth, He
mentioned sustenance because the perfection of creation depends on its
survival and the survival of man depends on sustenance, and the
worshipped is only being worshiped because it deserves worship, and
these idols are not like that, but Allah deserves worshipping.

Moreover, | explained that believing in the lordship of sustenance,
""Sustenance Creed': gives the man a status of satisfaction and
calmness. Therefore, the man lives happy and relieved and satisfied
with his Lord, may His majesty be glorified, and this is a faithful and
Sufi aspect resulting from this creed.

Then | explained that believing that Allah Almighty is not a
Sustainer like believing that He is not a Creator is similar in judgment
and punishment.

Then | discussed in the second chapter: The issue of abundance
and deficiency, wealth and poverty, and the reasons for the sustenance
abundance and deficiency that Sharia mentioned, explaining in the end
that it is a creedal issue that distinguishes Allah alone, separated from
others. Moreover, the belief in this issue makes the man happy and
satisfied whether his sustenance is ample or hard to get.

Keywords: Creed, Sustenance, Sustenance Creed, Lordship,
Attributes of Actions.
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