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The role of the Islamic call in confronting the phenomena of
poverty and high prices
Yasser Abu Shabana Ali Alrasheedi
Department of Da'wah and Islamic Culture, Faculty of Fundamentals
of Religion and Da'wah, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt.
Email: yaboshbana@gmail.com
Abstract:

Allah has endowed the Earth with resources that are sufficient for
its inhabitants to live a dignified life from the beginning of life on
Earth until the end of time. Poverty, hunger, and high prices in this
world are human-made problems and not a result of resource scarcity.
The Islamic call has outlined ways to confront poverty and high prices,
not only at the level of Islamic countries but also on a global scale.
These ways include:

a. Work and production, which the islamic call has elevated not
only to the status of worship but to the pinnacle of Islam itself, which is
striving in the path of Allah and for His sake (jihad).

b. Encouraging the circulation of wealth and investment in labor-
intensive projects in order to provide empower all productive forces
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within the community and prevent wealth from being concentrated in
the hands of a single group.

c. If these two approaches are insufficient, social solidarity comes
into play to assist the poor in facing poverty and high prices. This can
be achieved at the individual level through obligatory spending (such
as zakat, expiation, and suitable taxes imposed by a fair state) or
voluntary spending through charity and donations offered by
individuals motivated by religious and humanitarian brotherhood.

d. The duty of the Muslim state to support all citizens in need and
aid them to face waves of poverty and high prices, which is a right for
all citizens, Muslims and non-Muslims alike.

e. The fifth approach involves society and the state confronting
economic phenomena that affect individuals, communities, and nations,
with unemployment and begging being at the forefront.

f. Lastly, the sixth and final approach involves standing firmly
against practices that are forbidden by Islamic law and criminalized by
legislation, such as usury, monopolies, commercial fraud... etc. due to
the significant harm these practices cause to economic conditions and
the massive consequences they reveal such as poverty and high prices.

Keywords: Islamic call, confrontation, poverty, high prices.
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