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The Protection of Religious Sanctuaries
in International Law

Hamza Abdel Hafeez Morsi Barakat

Department of Law, College of Sharia and Law, the Islamic
University, Minnesota, USA.

E-mail: drhamzabarakat@gmail.com

Abstract:

In the name of Allah, the Exalted, the Compassionate, the
Merciful, the goal of the research was to study the status of
sanctuaries in international charters and conventions, address the
efforts made to protect them, consider their ability to cover the
necessary aspects of protection, and then conceptualize the
optimal protection, following the analytical method in dealing
with legal texts, while using the historical method in dealing with
the history of legal protection of sanctuaries at the international
level. It began with the definition of the sacred according to the
divine religions and the confusion of this term with earthly
doctrines that have been surrounded by an aura of holiness among
their believers, then addressed the protection texts in the context
of the protection of cultural heritage and places of worship in
general, and the dangers that threaten these sanctuaries, in light of
the failure of the protection in text and practice to face these
dangers and threats, especially the holy places under Israeli
occupation, in light of the double standards adopted by the United
States of America and some countries in their political orbit
towards violating the provisions of international law or not
complying with them, in addition to what is permitted by the rules
of law of the same name.

Keywords: Protection, Holy Places, Religion, International
Law.
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