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Abstract:

Arabic calligraphy is considered one of the most important sciences that
Arabs and Muslims have been concerned with throughout their Islamic history. It
Is one of the most prestigious and noble Islamic sciences and arts, and the most
beautiful in its forms and shapes. What interests us in this research is what is
engraved or inscribed on stones, especially tombstones executed by Meccan
calligraphers and engravers, whether in Mecca. and its affiliated regions or
outside it, including Egypt, and Dahlak Island, which belongs to the Republic of
Eritrea, known for its view of the Red Sea from East Africa.

The research addresses the importance of the texts inscribed on tombstones
as one of the most important sciences supporting the writing of history, as they
are fixed sources and documents full of various historical and cultural
information that traditional historical sources lack, especially in the local history
of the cities and villages in whose cemeteries these tombstones are discovered.
The research deals with the names of some Meccan calligraphers, and examples
of their works on which their names are found. Their number is more than 20
calligraphers and engravers who lived in different years between the third and
seventh centuries AH/the ninth and thirteenth centuries AD.

The research was provided with examples of tombstones on which the names
of those calligraphers or engravers appeared, some of which are considered
among the most beautiful and rarest inscribed tombstones discovered in the
Islamic world.

Keywords:

Arabic calligraphy, inscribed tombstones, the historical Al-Ma'lah cemetery
in Mecca, Mikhlaf Asham, Al-Juhfah, Rabigh, Al-Khalif, Egypt, Dahlak Island.
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