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Beet and Its Role in Sugar Industry in Northern Egypt: A study
in Economic Geography, the case of Two Beet Sugar Companies in

Beheira Governorate
Abstract:

Sugar beet is one of the most important sugar crops whose cultivation Egypt
has recently resorted to expanding, especially in Northern Egypt governorates, in
order to produce white sugar and reduce its importation, meet the population's
increasing sugar needs, and reduce the sugar gap between sugar production and
consumption so that Egypt may reach a high degree of self-sufficiency in sugar.
Therefore, this paper aims to identify the origins of sugar beet cultivation and its
development in Northern Egypt governorates, draw a modern realistic map of the
geographical distribution of its areas, production and productivity, shed light on
the beet sugar industry and its development and components in Northern Egypt
governorates, and study the cases of Nubaria and Nile sugar companies which are
specialized in extracting beet sugar in Beheira Governorate. This governorate
outperformed all governorates in sugar beet cultivation, as it ranked first in each
of (sugar beet area, its production, number of beet sugar factories, their
investments, quantity of beet sugar produced, planned and actual production
capacity, and quantity of supplied beet crop), compared to the rest of the Northern
Egypt governorates. This paper also aims to identify the factors affecting the
localization of Nubaria and Nile sugar companies. Finally, it reviews the most
important problems of extracting sugar from beets facing sugar factories and
attempts to find some appropriate solutions for them. The research relied on a set
of geographical methods and approaches as well as quantitative and cartographic
methods and statistical analyses in addition to an intensive field study and its
questionnaires in beet sugar factories so that it can reach the desired results and
recommendations to advance the process of extracting and manufacturing sugar

from beets in Northern Egypt governorates.
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