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Abstract:

Wherever there is a message directed from the communicator to the audience,
there is an ideology that is apparent or hidden, which may be revealed by the
affiliations of the communicator or the orientations of the media outlet
transmitting the message. The media message must have a vision, and the vision is
an idea or a set of ideas that precedes the communication behavior; therefore, the
media practice is the product of an ideological vision whose images are embodied
in the media product through various media outlets. Accordingly, the main
objective of the current study is to attempt to reveal the ideological position of
Western newspaper websites towards the 2020 Egyptian parliamentary elections,
and to examine how this ideology is encoded in their discourses, by conducting a
descriptive analytical study based primarily on Fairclough's approach to critical
discourse analysis. The study was applied to (4) discourses published on The
Washington Post website, which are all discourses published on American
newspaper websites about the 2020 parliamentary elections.

The study concluded that the newspaper relied on a variety of rhetorical tools and
mechanisms to encode a negative position towards the parliamentary elections and
the current political system, and to lure readers into adopting the same position,
were numerous and varied. Among the tools it relied on most heavily were
axioms, presuppositions, negative lexicography, and intertextuality. There were
also many rhetorical mechanisms such as allusion, direction, argumentation,
political propaganda, and linking the event to other events (such as constitutional
amendments and the Corona pandemic), but the mechanisms that were most
evident in the discourse were the mechanisms of political propaganda and
allusion. The newspaper also tried in many places to pretend to be neutral and
objective. For example, it may seem superficially that there is a balance in the
representation of voices (intertextuality): the voice of one opinion stands out as
much as the other opinion does, but a critical analysis of its texts - looking at the
text from the standpoint of renewing the context, especially from the standpoint of
how to bring different voices together in the fabric of the text - reveals a hidden
influence in shaping public opinion in favor of certain points of view, through its
careful selection of voices and their sequence.

Keywords: |deology, Critical Discourse Analysis, Western Newspapers,

Elections.
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