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An Economic Study for Production and Exporting of Egyptian Marjoram Crop

Abdelhafiz, A. H. M.; Hala M. A. Shehata and M. K. A. Soilman
Agricultural Economics Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Minia University, Egypt

ABSTRACT

The Egyptian climate is suitable for a wide range of exportable medicinal and aromatic plants. despite this advantage, these crops are
cultivated on insufficient areas, even though they could be a major source of foreign currency through exports and directly contribute to
increasing farm income. This research aims to conduct an economic study on the production and export of Egyptian marjoram, evaluating
productivity indicators and foreign trade metrics. The study uses descriptive and inferential statistical analysis methods to achieve its objectives.
The total area cultivated in Egypt is 7.014 thousand Feddan, representing 7.74% of the average total cultivated area of medicinal and aromatic
plants, which is 86.733 thousand Feddan during the study period (2008-2022). The study revealed a significant annual decrease in the area
planted with marjoram by 4.79%. Also, a significant increase in fixed, variable, and total costs, with respective rates of 14.05%,14.27%, and
14.13%. Additionally, the farm price showed a significant increase, reaching 622.40 EGP/ton .The results indicated a decline in the quantity,
value, and export price. The geometric mean of the instability coefficient for marjoram exports was about 3.56%, while it was approximately
4.10% for the export price and 6.13% for the export value, respectively. This highlights the fluctuations in the quantity of marjoram exported,
which is one of the challenges facing exporters of this crop. It has also led to a lack of confidence in the global market's reliance on the Egyptian
source for its marjoram needs, ultimately affecting the export value of this crop.

Keywords: (Production, Foreign trade, Egyptian Marjoram)
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