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The role of the Faculty of Education, Alexandria
University, in developing critical thinking skills among its
students: a field study

Abstract

The current era of tremendous progress and digital transformation
in all areas of life has imposed on members of society the necessity of
thinking about the truthfulness and effectiveness of the information
published about them in a critical manner, which indicates that
developing critical thinking skills has become one of the basic needs that
every individual must meet and train on; As a result, education in the
twenty-first century requires training students in skills that enable them
to interact better in the future, including critical thinking skills: such as
interpretation, analysis, evaluation, explanation, criticism, and self-
regulation.

Faculties of Education are responsible for training students in
critical thinking skills, as they are entrusted with preparing teachers
capable of influencing future generations and preparing them in line with
the requirements of the digital age. Therefore, the study aimed to clarify
the nature of critical thinking and its skills, and to identify the reality of
its development among students of the Faculty of Education, Alexandria
University, and the difficulties and problems that prevent this from being
achieved, and the factors behind them; This was done by conducting
semi-structured interviews with students as a tool for collecting data. The
results of the field study indicated the spread of misconceptions and
incomplete concepts among students about the nature of critical thinking,
in addition to the severe weakness in students' knowledge of its skills,
reliance on ineffective teaching methods, and the lack of use of active
learning strategies that enable students to think analytically and critically.
The study concluded by presenting a set of proposals that would improve
educational practices to develop critical thinking skills among students .

Keywords: critical thinking, critical thinking skills, reflective thinking
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