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(Abstract)

*Researcher name: Hanan Mohamed Salah El-Shahawy
* Research title: A program based on social studies to develop
understanding and communication skills for a pre-kindergarten child

*Research aims: 1- Preparing a list of social studies standards for a pre-
kindergarten child .
2- Preparing a list of standards for comprehension skills of a child Before

kindergarten.

3- Preparing a list of standards for communication skills for pre-
kindergarten children.

4- Preparing a program of activities based on social studies to develop
the understanding and communication skills of pre-kindergarten children.

5- Studying the effect of the program based on social studies to develop
.the understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child

*Research tools and materials: (Preparation of the researcher)
1- A program of activities based on social studies, understanding and
communication skills for a pre-kindergarten child.
2- An illustrated scale of the comprehension skill of a pre-kindergarten
child.
. 3- Rubric rating scale of communication skill for pre-kindergarten children

*Research sample: The research sample consisted of 15 children, whose
ages ranged from (4: 3 years) (37:48 months). The current research also used
.the experimental approach to achieve the research objectives

*Research results: There were statistically significant differences at the
level of significance (0.01) between the pre and post measurements in favor
of post application in the effect of social studies on the understanding and
.communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child

*Key words: - Program
- Social Studies
- Understanding Skill
- Communication skill
A pre-kindergarten child
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Indiana’s Early Learning Development Framework Aligned to the 2014
Indiana Academic Standards
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The Summary of the Research

| ntroduction

The child's abilities grow and his talents mature in the early
childhood stage, as it is one of the most important stages of a person’s life,
in which the child is subject to change and formation. This stage in which
the child grows psychologically, socially, mentally, physically and
emotionally, as the human being is an integral whole and what affects one
aspect of his development has its long effects In other respects.

Therefore, attention must be paid to early childhood, whose ages range
from 3-5 years, where integrated experiences are provided to them, and
include the fields of social sciences, language, science and mathematics,
where the child has an integrated experience in all aspects, but the focus is
on social experiences because they are the ones that qualify to join Riyadh
Children and then participate in all the tasks that are required of him and
also which qualify him to be an active member in his small community
(California Department of Education, 2012

(Gronlund, G, 2006) emphasizes the role of early childhood educators in
building those concepts for children so that they can generalize at a later
.time in kindergarten and then the larger community

The early childhood stage is the stage of the child's learning of the language,
culture, beliefs, different practices, relationships, abilities and needs through
role play, stories and field trips, and also by providing the child with the
opportunity to present different solutions to the problems presented to him
(Gartrell, D, 2012, P 14).

The study by Mashburn, A, J et al, 2008) confirms: (Howes, C, M et la,
2008) stated that children who enroll in pre-kindergarten programs have an
impact on the quality of the child in establishing relationships among his
peers, shows better social competence and is less prone to behavioral
.problems at that stage

Some studies conducted over the past 30 years confirm that early
intervention in early childhood programs can result in significant benefits
and development for children who receive these programs compared to any
.(other stage of development (Heckman, J, 2006, p.18
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Studies have emphasized the necessity of early intervention in programs in
early childhood, in order to develop cognitive and social concepts as well as
emotional skills for children. An example is Head Start programs that
provide a different set of skills, sciences and linguistic concepts as well as
social sciences that clearly affect all aspects. Child development at that early
stage, and it has been proven that children exposed to such programs
demonstrate effective participation in children

Attend kindergarten classes and also have the ability to establish social
relationships with their peers. (Gormely, Phillips & Gayer, 2008; Barnett,
.(Brown, & Shore, 2004

And since the ability to communicate in children needs to be able to express,
so the language is the basis for the development of these abilities, which
predicts the child's growth in all areas of development

Young children's language skills are related to their abilities to communicate
effectively with adults and peers and to express themselves through
language. Early language skills include children's concepts of publications,
phoneme awareness, letter recognition and the ability to understand language
texts appropriate to their age group, so language skills are important for

. children's preparation for academic development. Then

As the teaching of social studies in the pre-kindergarten stage begins with
enhancing understanding between children themselves and then between
their families and moves to understanding social systems in the widening
circles (family - neighborhood - kindergarten) and teachers must provide
children with a wide range of experiences such as appropriate activities and
field trips that provide Opportunities to discover different lifestyles and for
teachers to focus between children to discover similarities and differences
between them; Because this helps them build a basis for understanding and
diversity among them, and the classroom environment that provides
opportunities for children to develop behaviors through real life situations
and the environment must enhance those skills and concepts that encourage
the creation of good citizens in a multicultural democratic society in an
.ncreasingly interconnected world

(New Jersey Department of Education preschool Teaching, 2014.p6)
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It can be said that pre-kindergarten is the beginning of the child's
exploration of concepts of history and social sciences, through issues that
concern their lives such as (Who are my family members ?, Where do we
live ?, Who are our neighbors?) And teachers must link the relationship
between them and the family to form A child has a complete picture of his
.small community in which he lives

The research problem

The feeling of the problem came from visiting nurseries and getting
acquainted with the programs offered in those nurseries in the city of Al-
Mahalla Al-Kabir, a private sector affiliated to the Ministry of Social
.Solidarity. Also in kindergarten stage

Through the study of the researcher in the master's stage, | found that most
nurseries pay attention to the academic aspect that depends on reading and
writing only and lack of interest in the receptive, expressive and
communication language of the child, which makes the emergence of the
biggest problem that every mother faces when talking about her child as
.non-social

The interest of developed countries, led by the United States of America, in -
that stage, and the provision of its own programs in all areas that develop all
aspects of development for a child of this stage

The lack of Arabic research and studies at that stage within the limits of the -
researcher's knowledge

Research Questions

The research problem can be identified through the main question What is
the effectiveness of the activities program based on social studies to develop
the understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child

From this main question, the following sub-questions are divided

What is the effect of social studies on developing the comprehension skills
of a pre-kindergarten child?

What is the effect of social studies on developing communication skills for
pre-kindergarten children?
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To answer the research questions, the hypotheses were validated

Research Hypotheses

1- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of the children of the experimental sample in the pre and post measurements
in the skills of understanding and communication.

2- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of the experimental sample children in the pre and post measurements in
comprehension skills.

3- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of the experimental sample children in the pre and post measurements in
communication skills.

Research Aims

The objectives of the current research are as follows:
1- Preparing a list of social studies criteria for a pre-kindergarten child.

2- Preparing a list of standards for the comprehension skills of a pre-
kindergarten child.

3- Preparing a list of standards for communication skills for pre-kindergarten
children.

4- Preparing a program of activities based on social studies to develop the
understanding and communication skills of pre-kindergarten children.

5- Studying the effect of the program based on social studies to develop the
understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child.

Research Importance

The importance of the current research lies in the need to pay attention to
the early childhood stage (0-4) years in all its aspects. Perhaps the linguistic
and social aspect is one of the most important aspects that must be taken
.care of at that early stage

The importance of the current research is represented in two aspects,
namely.

yYv4



A- Theoretical importance

The importance of research in the theoretical aspect is represented in the
following:

1- Shedding light on caring for the child from the early stages of his life and
developing understanding and communication for him from an early age,
making him compatible with the community around him.

2- Interest in social studies and its role in the child's interaction with those
around him.

3- The current research is useful in shedding light on the pre-kindergarten
stage because there are no Arab studies interested in that stage within the
limits of the researcher's knowledge.

B- Application importance

1- The research is useful for those in charge of caring for the child from
birth, including fathers, mothers and nursery supervisors, in preparing
programs of activities that are appropriate for this age group (from birth to
four years). 2-
The current research is useful in preparing a child who is psychologically
and socially compatible with himself and with others.

3-The research is useful in enhancing the role of communication for pre-
kindergarten children (0-4) years.

4- Opening new fields of research at that age (0-4) years, because it is not of
interest to many researchers within the limits of the researcher’s knowledge.

Search limits

Human limits: The current research will be limited to pre-kindergarten
(children between the ages of (3-4) years.

Time limits: The proposed program of activities was implemented in the
time period from 9/18/2020: To 11/12/2020.

Spatial boundaries: The application will take place in the "Dream" private
nursery / Gharbia Governorate / Mahalla Al-Kubra.
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Objective limits: The current research is limited to indicators of the field of
social studies according to international standards, as well as on the
understanding and communication skills of pre-kindergarten children.

Research Tools and Materials: (Preparation of a researcher student)

1- A program of activities based on social studies to develop the
understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child.

2- A pictorial scale for the comprehension skill of a pre-kindergarten child.
3-A
Rubric rating scale for the communication skill of a pre-kindergarten child.

Research Methodology

The current research will use an experimental approach with a quasi-
experimental design.

Search Procedures

1- Getting acquainted with the literature and research related to the topic of
research and making use of it in preparing the theoretical framework.

2- Seeing the standards of programs offered in early childhood from 2-4
years.

3- Reaching out to the fields of social studies as well as areas of
understanding and communication skills.

4- Designing a program of activities based on social studies to develop the
.understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child

5- Preparing research tools and materials, which are:

- A program of activities based on social studies to develop the
understanding and communication skills of a pre-kindergarten child

-An illustrated scale of comprehension skills
-Rubric rating scale for communication skills
6- Conducting the pre-application to search for the research sample

7- Conducting the basic experiment and applying the program on the
children of the research sample
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8- Conducting the post application of the research on the children of the
research sample.

9- Collecting and analyzing data and arriving at results
10- Research proposals
11-Research recommendations

Research Results

1-The existence of statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the children of the experimental group in the pre and post
application in favor of the post application in the impact of social studies on
the skills of understanding and communication.

2- The presence of statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the experimental group children in the pre and post application in
favor of the post application in the impact of social studies on the skill of
understanding.

3- The presence of statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the children of the experimental group in the pre and post
application in favor of the post application in the impact of social studies on
the skill of communication.

Recommendations

- In light of the results of the research, some of the following
recommendations can be reached:

1- Paying attention to the pre-kindergarten stage in terms of providing
special programs for it because of its great importance in the life of the child
and then the whole society.

2- Paying attention to setting up care and early learning programs for the
pre-kindergarten stage.

3- Developing the National Standards Document due to the restriction of its
items only to the care programs compared to the international standards at
that stage.
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4- Paying attention to activities that encourage children to express
themselves and communicate with others, not just interest in cognitive
activities.

5- Attention to integrating the pre-kindergarten stage within the educational
process stages and making it a compulsory stage.

Recommendations for female students in kindergarten departments and
colleges

1- Training student teachers on how to deal with the child in the pre-
kindergarten stage by knowing his needs and interests.

2- Training students on how to prepare activities suitable for the child at that
stage.

3- Directing female student teachers to change their ideas about nurseries
from mere accommodation and it is a stage within the educational ladder in
which full programs are presented.

Suggestions

- Based on the findings of the research, a group of research-related topics
becomes clear that deserves more attention:

1- The effectiveness of a pre-kindergarten child activities program to
develop the field of social studies in light of international standards.

2- A program of activities to develop the social communication skills of a
pre-kindergarten child.

3- Designing a program of activities to implement language field indicators
in pre-kindergarten.

4- A life skills-based activities program to enhance social studies for pre-
Kindergarten children.

5- The role of social drama to enhance the oral language skills of a pre-
kindergarten child.

6- The effect of talking with children to develop communication and early
social understanding in children.
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7- The effect of the role of the interactive story on children and its role in
increasing the vocabulary (receptive and expressive language) of a pre-
kindergarten child.

8- The role of puppet theater to develop the social communication skills of a
pre-kindergarten child.

9- Studying the relationship between social skills and the field of social
studies in a pre-kindergarten child (a descriptive study).

10- Knowing the effect of talking with children to develop communication
and early social understanding in children.

11- The effect of playing on the development of language vocabulary
(receptive, expressive) in children.

12- Preparing a training program for parents on reading common books and
developing language skills for their children.

13- Study the impact of social studies on developing problem-solving skills
for pre-kindergarten children.

14- A program of activities based on social studies to train kindergarten
children on sustainable development.
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