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Abstract:

Organizations strive to achieve competitive advantage through unconventional
means; therefore, green practices have become embedded in their missions,
plans, and various strategies. Consequently, the implementation of green
human resource management (HRM) practices has become an essential
approach to enhancing the sustainable competitive advantage of organizations.
From this standpoint, the current study aimed to understand the role of green
HRM practices in achieving competitive advantage in pharmaceutical
companies within the Egyptian sector. Using a survey, primary data related to
the study variables were collected through a stratified random sample of 381
employees working in pharmaceutical companies within the Egyptian
pharmaceutical sector. The simple linear regression method was used to test
the hypotheses. The results showed a significant positive relationship between
green HRM practices and competitive advantage in the pharmaceutical
companies under study. Additionally, the results indicated a significant
relationship between the dimensions of green HRM practices—namely (green
job description, green recruitment, green training and development, green
performance appraisal, green compensation and rewards, green employee
participation and relations, and green occupational health and safety)—and
competitive advantage in the study population. The study concluded by
discussing the results and their implications, presenting the theoretical and
practical implications of the study’s findings, and finally proposing future
studies that stem from it.

Key terms: Green HRM practices, competitive advantage, Egyptian
pharmaceutical sector.
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