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Fake educational entities: An analytical study of the factors of spread
and ways to confront them from the point of view of university leaders
"Alexandria University as a model"

Abstract:

The study sought to investigate the phenomenon of fake educational
entities; in terms of defining their origin and development, mentioning
the factors that contributed to their spread, and pointing out the societal
effects and repercussions resulting from them, and ways to address
them from the perspective of university leaders at Alexandria
University. The field study revealed the priority of social, economic,
legislative, and technical factors - in the spread of fake educational
entities with an approval rate ranging between (84.09-89.77%), while
the role of educational factors related to legitimate entities declined,;
with an approval rate ranging between (46.59-52.21%). The negative
effects of fictitious educational entities also topped the ranking, with
an approval rate ranging between (92.05-100%); while the positive
effects of fictitious educational entities declined; with an approval rate
ranging between (53.41-57.95%). The sample also agreed, with a
percentage ranging between (85.23-94.32%), that there are still areas
that need improvement to enhance the efforts of the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research to confront fake entities, due to the
lack of information available to the public about the phenomenon.
Therefore, the proactive and awareness-raising approaches took
priority in confronting fake educational entities, with an agreement
percentage ranging between (97.73-100%). In light of the sample’s
lack of support for the compensatory approach, it only received an
agreement percentage of (54.55%), whether in relation to the existence
of policies to support the most deprived groups from studying, or in
relation to providing financial and academic support to the groups
nominated to join fake entities.

Keywords:
Fake educational entities - degree mill - diploma mill - legitimate
entities - university leadership.
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