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Abstract:

Ancient Iraq witnessed many cases of killing rulers, a phenomenon that reflects
the violence and cruelty that characterized the civilization of ancient Iraq in
some of its historical periods. The main motive behind these endings is the
struggle for power, which led to a tragic end for many rulers starting from the
Dawn of the Dynasties to the end of the Neo-Assyrian Era. The end of the rulers
differed; Some of them ended up being brutally killed, burned in fires, captured
and given wooden collars as evidence of the humiliation they were subjected to,
drowned, or betrayed by the palace men and entourage. Some rulers also ended
up at the hands of their brothers or sons. The constant conflict between the
Sumerian city-states played a major role in the end of many rulers, which led to
the end of the rule of an entire family and the transfer of power. The military
establishment, senior statesmen, and priests also played a role, which illustrates
the prominent position of these people in the state and the strength of their
influence, in addition to the revolutions that occurred due to the imposition of
taxes and the forced recruitment of the people. In the end, these endings led to
the overthrow of the ruler, which had a significant impact on the confusion of
the political, social, and economic conditions. The research included seven axes:
First: The tragic endings of the rulers of the dawn of the Sumerian dynasties.
Second: The tragic endings of the rulers of the Akkadian era. Third: The tragic
endings of the Gutian rulers. Fourth: The tragic endings of the rulers of the city
of Uruk and the Third Dynasty of Ur. Fifth: The tragic endings of the rulers of
the Old Babylonian era. Sixth: The tragic endings of the Kassite rulers. Seventh:
The tragic endings of the rulers of Assyria.

Keywo rds: Murder, Assassination, Tragedy, End, Mesopotamia, Iragq.
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The Cambridge Ancient History, Cambridge.
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Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York,
1995.
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Journal of the American Oriental Society.
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Journal of Cuneiform Studies, New Haven.
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Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Chicago.
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Lexikon der Aegyptologie, Wiesbaden.

Iraq

Published by: British Institute for the Study of Iraq.
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Oriental Institute Publications, Univ. de Chicago.

Revue d’Assyriologie et d’Archéologie Orientale,
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