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Abstract:

The astronomy practiced by the Mamluks was known as Science of Timekeeping
"Ilm al-Meegqat,"” which involved the study of the apparent daily rotation of the
sun and stars and its applications in timekeeping and organizing prayer times.
This responsibility fell upon the muezzin before the Mamluk era, where the
muezzin not only considered the quality of sound but also had an understanding
of how to observe prayer times based on his religious concept. During that time,
the muezzin did not rely on tables or astronomical instruments to determine
these times.However, with the onset of the Mamluk era, the role of the
"Muwagqqit" emerged. The individual appointed to this role worked alongside
the muezzin, and specific rooms and instruments were allocated to facilitate this
function. This research aims to shed light on the significance of this position,
enabling an exploration of the duties, holders of this role, and their scientific
and social standing. The research employs a statistical approach to draw a
comprehensive picture of these scholars, their locations of influence, and an
analytical method to understand the spread of this science and the emergence of
this profession.The research is structured around several axes. First: defining
Science of Timekeeping (Ilm al-Meeqat), highlighting its importance, and
elucidating the principles of its emergence. Second: exploring the role of the
Muwaqqit and the instruments employed in this practice. Third: examining
prominent scholars in Science of Timekeeping (Ilm al-Meeqat). The expected
results aim to demonstrate the dissemination of this science among Sharia
scholars, distinguishing it from certain branches of astronomy used in astrology.
Additionally, the research seeks to establish that Cairo was a nurturing ground
for this science, given its study within the esteemed Al-Azhar and the
employment of many practitioners within its walls.

Keywords.- Ilm Al-Meeqat, Muwagqqit, Mamluks, Astronomy,
Timekeeping).
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(1) David A. King, The Astronomy of the Mamluks: A Brief Overview, Vol. 2, The Art of the
Mamluks (1984), pp. 77.
(2) David A. King, The Astronomy of the Mamluks, Vol. 74, No. 4 (Dec., 1983), pp. 534.
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