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Abstract

This research, titled “The Semantic Change of Emotion Terms in Imam Malik’s 

Muwatta,” provides an in-depth study of the terms related to emotions as they 

appear in the Muwatta. The aim is to classify these terms scientifically, based on 

the theory of semantic fields. The research seeks to explore the meanings of 

these terms and uncover their multiple connotations, while also analyzing their 
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distinct semantic features. The focus is on the semantic shifts these terms have 

undergone over time. The study addresses the narrowing of meaning, or 

“restriction of meaning” (takhsees al-dalalah), highlighting how natural linguistic 

evolution has led certain terms to become more specific and associated with 

particular contexts or multiple meanings. It also examines the expansion of 

meaning, or “generalization of meaning” (ta‘meem al-dalalah), where some 

terms have broadened to encompass a wider range of meanings, reflecting the 

flexibility of language in adapting to changes in usage. Additionally, the research 

delves into the transition of terms between concrete sensory and abstract 

meanings, showcasing the adaptability of these terms and their evolving use in 

Muwatta Imam Malik. To achieve this analysis, the study relies on the theory of 

componential analysis, which clarifies how semantic change occurs and its 

impact on the development of meanings related to emotion terms in the Muwatta                             

Keywords: emotions, semantic change, restriction of meaning, generalization of 

meaning, transition of meaning, semantic field theory                                                                                                       
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