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Abstract:

A Critique of Moral Consequentialism: "'A study in How to Evaluate Moral Actions"
This study test's a basic hypothesis, that: Is evaluating moral actions based on results
alone a valid hypothesis? It also seems clear that we often evaluate actions according to
what is right and what is wrong, what is true and what is false; so, on what the basis this
determination is depended on? What norm did we follow in this evaluation? In this way,
three main trends emerged in the history of moral philosophy, all of which were
concerned with how to evaluate moral actions. These trends are: the consequentialism,
whose supporters relied on results only as a norm for evaluating all moral actions; The
deontology, whose supporters relied on moral rules and principles as a basic norm for
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evaluating moral actions; Finally, the virtue ethics approach, whose supporters believe that
the norm for evaluating moral actions is determined by a person’s personal traits.

This, and that by using the two approaches: critical analytical and comparative, the
study concluded a set of results, most notably are the following: (1) there is a severe
exaggeration among the supporters of the consequentialism in that the rightness and
wrongness of actions depend only on the results alone, and there is also an exaggeration in
what the supporters of deontology and virtue ethics have argued, despite that this is a less
severe understanding than that of the supporters of the doctrine of results. (2) The rule-
consequentialism is the most moderate and objective form, because it relies in its
evaluation of moral actions on the compatibility between the action and a set of socially
accepted rules, that is, it combines the results and rules in one template.

Keywords: Consequentialism, Act-consequentialism, Rule-consequentialism,
Deontological, Ross, Kant.
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