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Political conspiracies in Jerusalem from the death of Alexander
Jannaeus till the end of the reign of Augustus
(v« BC - 1¢ AD)
Abstract:

Jerusalem, that great city, underwent a tumultuous period in its history
between v1 BC and \ ¢ AD, under the political management of the Zionist entity
with its conspiratorial nature. This entity established its Maccabean state in 3 ¢\
B.C. on the land of that glorious city, after the Jews there revolted against
Seleucid rule in \1A BC. Following the death of the powerful king Alexander
Jannaeus in v1 BC, the entity’s intrigues and conspiracies became realized as the
Maccabean state weakened and deteriorated. The city was bustling with bloody
struggles over the throne through endless conspiracies, which became more
intense when the Romans took control of the city under the leadership of
Pompey in 1v BC. This state of affairs continued until the reign of Augustus. In
this regard, it is important to review these political conspiracies and intrigues in
this city across four consecutive historical phases. The first phase (v1-1r BC)
started with the death of Alexander Jannaeus in vv BC and ended with the fall of

Jerusalem in the hands of the Romans in 1+ BC. The second phase (1v-¢¢ BC)
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extended from the Romans' takeover of Jerusalem in «v B.C. and ended with
the assassination of Julius Caesar in ¢¢ BC. The third phase (¢¢—vy BC),
however, constituted the most serious conspiratorial phase in Jerusalem, for
along with the rest of the Roman eastern dominions, Antonius (Antony-
Antinous) administered this city. The dangers of the conspiracies during this
phase lie in international interventions such as the Parthians threat and the
attempts by Egyptian Queen Cleopatra to annex the city to her holdings. The
fourth phase (vy BC - ¢ AD) was the last phase experienced by Jerusalem during
the reign of Augustus after his victory over his rival Antonius in v\ BC at the
naval battle of Actium. In light of a wide span of political intrigue between two
shrewd rivals, Herod, the ruler of Jerusalem, and Sylleus, the Nabataeans
minister, the death of the shrewd ruler, Herod, in ¢ BC ended that great period
of intrigue in Jerusalem. However, his son Archelaus did not last long in ruling
that city. Shortly after, Augustus deposed him in 1 AD and entrusted its
administration to Roman governors, thus, putting an end to the conspiracies of

the Jews and their rulers in that great city.

Keywords: Jerusalem — Trachonites - Petra -Maccabees - Parthians -

Hyrcanus -Antipater- Herod- Sylleus -Aelius Gallus.
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BA= Biblical Archaeology

CAH= Cambridge Ancient History

GRBS= Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies

JAOS= Journal of the American Oriental Society

JPSR= Jewish Political Studies Review

JRS= The Journal of Roman Studies

JSP= Journal for the Study of The Pseudepigrapha

JSQ-= Jewish Studies Quarterly

JTAGM= Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian,
Hellenistic, and Roman Period

LC. L- Loeb Classical Library

NEASB= Near East Archaeology Society Bulletin
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