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The 2023 Gaza War photo frames on Al Jazeera and
CNN English Facebook pages and their impact on
international audience sentiment

Dr. Rehab Mohamed Anwar
Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the frames of the visual coverage
of the war on Gaza in two important media outlets, namely; Al
Jazeera Media Network in English on Facebook, and CNN News
Network in English on the same platform, and to know the
reflection of these frames on the feelings of the international
audience and then its political position whether it is supportive of
Palestine or in opposition to Israel or that it does not care about
what is happening and stands neutral.

(1148) images of the war on Gaza 2023 were collected,;
(872) were published on the Facebook page of the Al Jazeera
News Network in English, and (276) were published on the
Facebook page of the CNN News Network in English. As for the
audience comments, the researcher collected all the audience
comments on the posts related to the war on Gaza 2023, whether
these posts were accompanied by photos or videos, and they
amounted to (134709) comments, (45240) were published on the
Al Jazeera News Network in English page, and (89469) were
published on the CNN News Network in English page on
Facebook, This was during the first period of the war, from its
beginning on October 7, 2023, until November 23, the day before
the announcement of the truce, which lasted only 4 days.

The results showed that Al Jazeera's page was more
interested in the event than CNN's page, as it devoted itself
throughout the study period to covering the affairs of this war and
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all its developments, and revealed the existence of a significant
relationship between the dominant frames of the published images
and the Facebook pages of the two news networks, as each of
them publishes images that form certain frames. At the level of
public sentiment, the results showed that neutral sentiments were
prevalent among the international audience interacting with the
images and posts related to the 2023 Gaza war on the pages of
the two networks Al Jazeera and CNN.

Keywords: War on Gaza, photo frames, sentiment analysis,
Facebook news pages, international audience.
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