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Boycott campaigns on social media and their
relationship to local products and the revitalization
of the Egyptian industry

Dr/ Neven Ahmed ghobashi
Abstract:

the study aimed to understand how Egyptian public respond to
economic Boycott campaigns, and whether these campaigns may
succeed in achieving their desired goals in transforming buying
intents of local products and revitalizing the Egyptian industry;
therefore, this study focuses on five main axes to understand the
problem; They came out with the following: (Exposure to economic
boycott campaigns against foreign products, where the spread of
these campaigns and their impact on the public are measured, the
reasons of Audience's exposure to advertisings, trying to determine
the motives that drive consumers to expose to these campaigns,
studying the audience's interaction with Boycott campaigns, by
analyzing consumers' reactions with these campaigns, the impact of
these campaigns on raising the level of awareness of the Egyptian
consumer about the importance of his role as a boycotter, the extent
to which these campaigns succeeded in educating consumers about
their role in supporting Justice causes by boycotting foreign products.
Finally, studying the impact of these campaigns in raising the level of
awareness of the Egyptian consumer about local products and their
role in activating the Egyptian industry, which contribute in
strengthening the national economy. In addition, the analytical study
includes a qualitative analysis of advertisements for local products
that appeared after the boycott campaigns, whether in terms of form
or content, in order to determine the extent of their impact and
effectiveness in enhancing consumer attitudes towards local
products; therefore, this study aims to provide a comprehensive and
integrated vision about the impact of economic boycott campaigns on
the purchasing behavior of Egyptian consumer and their role in
supporting the local industry.
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In this study, the researcher relied on the quantitative and
qualitative survey method, using the online questionnaire as a tool
for collecting data from a deliberate sample of (400 respondents
from the Egyptian audience who expose to the boycott campaigns
against foreign products that support Israel of different ages and
levels (educational, economic, social). The researcher also used
the qualitative analysis form as a tool for collecting data from a
sample of (6 advertisements) from advertisements for local
products that were produced after the emergence of the boycott
campaigns after the events of October 7, 2023. The researcher
also relied in the theoretical framework of the study on (symbolic
interaction theory, reception theory).

The study concluded to:

(65%) of respondents always expose to economic boycott
campaigns for foreign products, and (81.8%) of respondents prefer
to use smartphones (Android) to follow economic boycott
campaigns for foreign products; and that digital media is the most
influential, as (66.8%) of participants learned about economic
boycott campaigns for foreign products; and (82.5%) of the
respondents considered the reasons behind their support for these
campaigns to be high, and that American products were the most
boycotted at (81.8%), and that brands such as McDonald's came
in the forefront at (88.8%), and that (64.3%) of the sample follow
developments continuously, and (70.5%) of the sample relied
mainly on social media pages to follow economic boycott
campaigns for foreign products, and (65.3%) of the Egyptian
public expresses high interaction with economic boycott
campaigns for foreign products; And that (84.5%) of the Egyptian
public believe that these campaigns are highly influential,
indicating great effectiveness in educating consumers about the
importance of their role in supporting the boycott and staying away
from foreign products that conflict with their political and social
positions; and that images that focus on human suffering and
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destruction are the most influential in the success of economic
boycott campaigns of foreign products among the Egyptian public;

The words that reflect solidarity and Arab issues are the most
influential in boycott campaigns; the word "solidarity with the
Palestinian people” comes in first place with a relative weight of
(91.4); the high level of information of the Egyptian people about
the importance of the boycott and its benefit as an Arab weapon
obtained the highest relative weight of (93.7); and (90.3%) of the
Egyptian audience believe that these campaigns greatly affect
their orientation towards local products, which indicates the
effectiveness of these campaigns in enhancing awareness and
support for local products as an alternative to foreign products;
and (69.5%) of the audience indicates that Spiro Spats products,
which are Egyptian soft drinks, have witnessed a significant
increase in their sales; and the overall impact of the economic
boycott campaigns of foreign products on directing the Egyptian
consumer towards the local product from the point of view of the
Egyptian public was high at (83.5%), and there is a statistically
significant correlation between the intensity of the Egyptian
audience's exposure of the economic boycott campaigns of
foreign products in solidarity with the events of the Gaza Strip
2023 and the reasons for their support for the boycott campaigns;
Advertisements for local products that appeared after the Gaza
events (10/7/2023) and the emergence of boycott campaigns
relied mostly on clarifying the quality of the local product; using
warm and bright colors to emotionally connect the product to the
consumer, and focusing on influential figures; and in general, the
advertising message for these products focused on integrating
traditional cultural elements that reflect the national identity; and to
emphasize the quality of the local product.

Keywords: (economic boycott, reception theory, symbolic
interaction, local products, Gaza events 2023).
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