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Framing of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam Crisis
in The International Arabic-language directed channels

Rana Ehab Mohamed Nabil Hashem
Abstract:

The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) is a
massive hydroelectric power project on the Nile River, a lifeline for
the peoples of both Egypt and Sudan. This has evolved into a
crisis for both countries, as the GERD crisis and its implications
have become a matter of significant public concern in Egypt due to
the potential impact of the dam on the flow of the Nile and Egypt's
water share, which is a primary source of life for millions in both
countries, as well as the potential for destruction in the event of its
failure or collapse.

The crisis remains unresolved, with ongoing disputes
between the three countries over the operation of the dam.
Reaching a fair agreement that meets the needs of all parties is
essential to ensuring peace and stability in the region.

This study aims to analyze the framing of the GERD crisis in
The International Arabic-language directed channels. This is
achieved through a content analysis of a sample of channels
covering the crisis, specifically through a qualitative analysis of
daily and weekly programs from the targeted sample channels:
Alhurra (US), Russia Today (Russia), and France 24 (France).
The analysis covers the period preceding the Russo-Ukrainian
War, from August 1, 2021, to February 26, 2022, and includes a
total of 12 episodes.

Key Findings: The focus on agreements governing the filling
of the dam ranked first in terms of the topics related to the GERD
crisis in The International Arabic-language directed channels,
followed closely by the damages of dam construction on Egypt
and Sudan.
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Russia Today’s coverage of the GERD crisis focused on
presenting a complete picture of the crisis by hosting experts and
specialists in water resources. Alhurra presented the GERD crisis
by attempting to explain and interpret the crisis, while France 24’s
coverage of the GERD crisis was relatively balanced without bias,
relying on evidence, laws, and United Nations charters to explain
the implications of dam construction on both Egypt and Sudan,
although it pursued an escalation policy regarding the dam crisis.

Keywords: The International Arabic-language directed channels,
media framing Analysis, Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam crisis.
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