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Sports Diplomacy in Enhancing the Image: An Analytical
Study of the Influence and Contributions of the Saudi
Arabian Football Federation in Enhancing Saudi Arabia's
International Image.

Bedour Abdullah Al-Harbi, Alaa Saad Al-Qarni, Azouf Sultan Al-
Sakrani

Abstract:

The current study sought to identify the goals achieved by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through the activities of the Saudi
Football Association, and then measure the success of sports
diplomacy in enhancing the image of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
internationally, as well as the role of institutional communication in
the work of the Saudi Football Association, as the study adopted
the descriptive approach. Analytical and content analysis method.
The study tool was the content analysis form. The study
population is the media and social networking sites that contain
(articles - media - publications) that enhance the diplomacy of the
Saudi Football Association. The purposive sample was selected
based on the method of extracting a sample. The study was
conducted intentionally, which included “285” articles and
publications by the Saudi Football Federation, and one of its most
important results was that the publications attributed to the For
football, the topic of “national sports affiliation” came in the lead
with a rate of 14.74%, and the goal of “promoting international
players’ deals” came as the highest employed goal of the Saudi
Football Federation’s sports diplomacy, with a rate of 23.16%. The
mechanisms for treating sports about the mental image of the
Kingdom were numerous in the articles and publications of the
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Saudi Football Federation. The “Analysis and Criticism”
mechanism came as the first of these mechanisms to consolidate
the mental image of the Kingdom in the articles and publications of
the Saudi Football Federation, the study sample, with a rate of
34.38%, and the positive trend came at the forefront of the trends
in the mental image of the Kingdom in the articles and publications
of the Saudi Football Federation, the study sample, with a rate of
34.38%. 52.63% of the total sample. The study recommended
several recommendations, perhaps the most important of which
are: the need for the Saudi Football Federation to adopt programs
to improve the mental image of the Kingdom through sports, by
holding workshops and various training and media programs, and
the need to pay attention to intensifying propaganda programs for
national sports activities in order to achieve wider global spread. It
also recommended that the Saudi Football Federation pay
attention to issuing an English newspaper and an international
television channel on behalf of the federation in order to achieve
the element of global spread and to enhance sports diplomacy in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Keywords:

Sports diplomacy, Mental image, Saudi Football Federation,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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