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A Comparison Between the Symbolism of Egyptian Willow Trees and Japanese Cherry Tregs-
Hebatallah Abou Bakr Mohamed

Abstract

Despite the geographical distance between Egypt and Japan, it
can be said that the two countries share a commonality. Both countries
enjoy natural diversity, and it is believed that nature plays an important
role in shaping their folk beliefs and traditions. Thus, both countries are
rich in myths and legends related to nature, and since ancient times,
both countries have been interested in and carried out lavish religious
festivals and rituals based on the changing of the seasons of the year.

Furthermore, plants have held significant importance for both
Egyptians and Japanese people since ancient times. When we consider
Egyptian trees, we envision species such as acacia, sycamore fig, and
Persea trees; however, we cannot overlook the willow tree, which has
been venerated as a sacred tree since ancient Egypt. Conversely, when
we think of Japanese trees, we picture cedar, cypress, pine, and chestnut
trees, but cherry trees are said to hold a special significance for the
Japanese people since ancient times. Today, when we think of spring
flowers in Japan, cherry blossoms immediately come to mind.

The aim of this study is to explore the symbolism of the
Egyptian willow tree and the Japanese cherry tree within the religious
and cultural beliefs of both nations. Additionally, the study seeks to
clarify the similarities and differences between these two trees by
comparing their symbolic meanings. Consequently, this research
intends to enhance understanding of the religious and cultural beliefs in
both countries and to enrich comparative studies between them. It is
hoped that this will foster stronger ties between the two nations.

Keywords: willow tree, cherry tree, folklore, religious beliefs,
folk beliefs
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I would break open my shadow for the scent of almond to float in a cloud of
dust and grow tired on the slopes. Come closer and listen. Share my bread,
drink my wine, don't leave me alone like a tired willow.
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As Fate Would Have It :

To Rashed Hussein
On Fifth Avenue he greeted me and burst into tears.
He leaned against a wall of glass

... New York is without willows
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