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Preserving the Environment: A Magasid—-Based Study

This study addresses the importance of environmental preservation
through an exploration of the purposes (maqasid) of Islamic Shari‘ah.
The adaptability of Islamic Shari‘ah to all times and places allows it to
remain relevant to contemporary issues and newly emerging challenges
across ages. Today, the world faces significant environmental dangers,
such as pollution and fears of the depletion of natural resources. These
risks indicate human mismanagement of the environment and failure to
preserve its resources. The study reveals that Islamic law has given
considerable attention to the environment through a comprehensive
system of directives, legislations, and principles aimed at protecting the
environment in all its forms and components. It has established
guidelines to prevent harm, waste, or over-exploitation of resources.
Islamic Shari‘ah provides a divine and practical approach to
environmental care, which stems from faith and belief in the necessity
of preservation, and is reinforced through guidance, encouragement,
and ultimately through practical legal rulings embodied in
jurisprudential principles. The environmental violations committed by
some individuals do not represent Islam; rather, they result from
ignorance of the purposes of Islamic law. The study’s key
recommendations include offering incentive-based awards for those
who contribute innovative efforts to enhance and protect the
environment. Furthermore, it suggests placing a stronger emphasis on
environmental jurisprudence in Islamic jurisprudence studies at

faculties of Shari‘ah and law in Arab and Islamic universities.

Keywords: Preservation, Magasid, Shariah, Protection, Foundations.
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