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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify political memes and the emotional polarization of the
public towards the Iranian-Israeli conflict, particularly during the Iranian-Israeli
military skirmishes in Gaza in 2024. It focused on the use of political memes on the
internet to express the emotional orientations of the political community towards
these events, examining the rhetorical and visual elements used to achieve
emotional polarization. The theoretical framework relied on the theory of visual
intertextuality and employed a qualitative analysis tool for political memes, using
the approach of critical multimodal discourse analysis. The study analyzed memes
from April 14 to April 30, 2024, a period marked by military skirmishes, with
numerous memes humorously addressing the Iranian attack. The study concluded
with a set of findings, the most important of which are:

1- Political memes exhibit various patterns that reflect societal emotional
orientations towards the conflict through satire, humor, provocation, criticism,
symbolic representation, and political positioning, influencing public opinion.

2-These memes often present highly negative political discourses with strong
aggressive and oppositional sentiments, expressed through satire, criticism,
distrust, and disapproval of policies, particularly critiquing the Iranian attack,
thus portraying events as untrustworthy and concerning.

3-The informational nature of political memes shapes political outcomes and
influences users by creating negative perceptions of political figures involved in
the conflict, Memes also employ labels to reject political figures or groups
representing Israeli and American sides based on ideological differences,
potentially halting emotional polarization of their political discourses.

Keywords:

Political Memes (MEMES), Emotional Polarization, Visual Intertextuality
Theory, Iranian-Israeli Conflict, Critical Multimodal Discourse Analysis
Approach.
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