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The position of Arab universities in Arab and international rankings
Dr. Khalil Mohammed Al-Khatib, Dr. Rowan Wael Sayaj

Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the position of Arab universities in the lists of

Arab and international classifications. After analyzing the data, it reached a

number of results, the most prominent of which are the following:

- Shanghai Classification 2023: The universities of the Middle East and
North Africa were distributed according to the categories: (100-500-
1000), as follows: The category of the best (100) universities: included
only one country, which is Israel, with 3 universities. As for the category
of (500) universities, it included 6 countries, led by Saudi Arabia with 6
universities, followed by Israel with 5 universities, then Iran and Turkey,
with an average of one university for each country .The top (1000)
universities category included about 11 countries, led by Saudi Arabia
with 12 universities, followed by Iran with 10, then Turkey with 8, Israel
with 7, Egypt with 7, the UAE with 3, and one university each from:
Qatar, Lebanon, Cyprus, Jordan, and Tunisia. In light of the results, the
study presented a number of related recommendations.

- QS Ranking 2025: Arab region universities have made remarkable
progress according to the 2025 ranking results, with their rankings
improving by 78% or remaining stable year-on-year, and many
institutions achieving record levels. The top ten ranked in a row are:
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals (Saudi Arabia), Qatar
University (Qatar), King Abdulaziz University (Saudi Arabia), Hamad
Bin Khalifa University (Qatar), King Saud University (Saudi Arabia),
Khalifa University (UAE), American University of Beirut (Lebanon),
United Arab Emirates University (UAE), American University of
Sharjah (UAE), and Cairo University (Egypt).
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- Times Ranking 2024: The universities ranked in the Middle East and
North Africa region according to Times for the year 2024 were divided
into four categories. The first category (1-500) was taken by Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Iran, Turkey, Israel and Qatar in the first category,
with 5 universities for each of Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 4 for Iran, 3
for Turkey, 4 for Israel, and one university for Qatar. The second
category (501-1000) was dominated by Iran with 31 universities,
followed by Saudi Arabia with 14, Egypt with 10, Turkey with 8, Israel
and Lebanon with 4 universities each, and two universities each for
Jordan and Cyprus. Irag, Tunisia, the Emirates and Oman also registered
one university each. The third category (1001-1500) was dominated by
Iranian universities, with 30, Turkey with 24, Egypt with 17, Tunisia
with 6, Jordan and Morocco with 5 each, Iraq with 4, Saudi Arabia and
Algeria with 3 each, and one university each for Israel, Lebanon,
Palestine and Kuwait. As for the fourth category (1501-2000), Turkey
achieved the highest rate in this category with 40 universities, followed
by Algeria with 20, Irag with 8, Iran with 7, Morocco with 6, and one
university each for Egypt and Tunisia.

- Scimago 2024 ranking: About 338 Arab universities were monitored,
distributed across 18 countries. Saudi universities excelled in terms of
ranking at the Arab level, as they won five of the top twenty places. The
top ten places were as follows: King Saud University, King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology, King Abdulaziz University,
Cairo University, Qatar University, Weill University, Hamad Bin
Khalifa University, and the First Arab University of Oman. King Fahd
University, New York University Abu Dhabi, University of Texas-Qatar,
Khalifa University, Ain Shams University, Alexandria University,
American University-Beirut, United Arab Emirates University,

Mansoura University, Taif University, Zagazig University, University of
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Jordan. According to the number of universities indexed in the
classification, the result was as follows: Irag 59 universities, Egypt 51,
Algeria 44, Saudi Arabia 37, Morocco 29, Jordan 22, UAE 21, Tunisia
18, Yemen 9, Lebanon 8, Oman 7, Bahrain 6, Kuwait 5, Sudan 5, Qatar
4, Syria 3, Libya 2, while the universities of Mauritania, Djibouti,
Somalia, and the Comoros were absent.

- Arab University Rankings 2024: The number of universities indexed in
the ranking for the year 2024 amounted to about 115 universities, out of
208 that applied for the ranking across 16 Arab countries out of a total of
22 countries. The first ten ranks were limited to four countries: Saudi
Arabia (2), with a percentage of 20%, Egypt (5), with a percentage of
50%, the Emirates (2) with a percentage of 20%, Tunisia (1) with a
percentage of 10%. Saudi Arabia topped according to the ranking of
universities, as follows: King Saud University topped the list of Arab
universities, followed by Cairo University, United Arab Emirates
University, Ain Shams University, Mansoura University, Sharjah
University, King Khalid University, Sfax University, Alexandria
University, and Zagazig University. The universities indexed in the
classification were distributed according to countries and at the level of
the axes as a whole for the year 2023 as follows: Egypt (28) universities,
Iraq (19), Jordan (18), Yemen (10), Palestine (8), Libya (8), Saudi
Arabia (7), Tunisia (4), Syria (3), United Arab Emirates (2), Morocco
(2), Lebanon (2), Bahrain (1), Algeria (1), Somalia (1), Kuwait (1), and
the absence of universities in Qatar, Oman, Sudan, Mauritania, Djibouti
and the Comoros Islands is noticeable.

Keywords:

University rankings-Arab universities-Shanghai, QS, Times, Scimago,

Arab university rankings.
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