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Building characters and their struggle in the novel “The Heirs
of Al-Sheikh” by Ahmed Al-Qarmalawi
Ahlam Yang yingying
PhD, Arabic Literature, College of Arts, Alexandria
University, Egypt.
Email: ying2899@gmail.com
Abstract:
In a narrative epic, the writer "Ahmed Al-Qarmlawi" presents a novel
of successive generations, searching in the unknown through a legend
about a promised treasure, passed down by family members from
generation to generation, prompting the protagonist to search for it
through houses and times. Thus, Ahmed Al-Qarmlawi presents a novel
of generations with a different flavor, in which he takes the reader
through the streets of old Cairo and its stories, In a critical literary
attempt to analyze the novel, | present this study on the construction of
the character and its conflict, in the novel "Heirs of Al-Sheikh." The
events of the novel take place between the twentieth century and the
middle of the twenty-first century, and tell in a legendary atmosphere
the journey of searching for an ancient treasure for one of the large
families, as the novel summarizes a very long period of time and
political, historical and social events, in a smooth narrative narrative,
and the novelist "Ahmed Al-Qarmlawi" paints a very beautiful and
transparent picture of the "Al-Sheikh™ family from the World War until
the end of the Nasserite period, in parallel with the narrator's story that
takes place in the present time, and he moves between the two stories
with great fluidity. The family tree represents five successive
generations, starting with the grandfather (the Sheikh) and ending with
the narrator (Ahmed), who wants to write a novel that tells the history
of his family. He searches for many details in the memories of those
around him, and during his journey he almost feels that these memories
he collects are creating his self anew. Research Methodology: This
research follows several methods, namely: 1- The psychological
method. 2- The social method. 3- The descriptive analytical method. 4-
The historical method . These methods combine to serve the research,
as the social method provides an observation of the social problems
resulting from the conflicts of successive generations in the novel, with
the initiative of the descriptive analytical method that deconstructs the
literary text, and studies the details accurately through analysis and
criticism, then restores the overall form again, and deduces the rulings .
Keywords: Heirs of Al Sheikh, Ahmed Al Qarmlawi, Family
Tree, Conflict, Narrator, Women.
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