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Examples of morphological structures indicating
the connection of the noun to the geographical landmarks
in place names A Study in Toponymy
Hoda Fathy Youssef Abdelatty
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Languages
and Human Sciences, Qassim University

Email: dr.huda.fathy@gmail.com & 4057@qu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research deals with the relationship between a
geographical location and the morphological structure
of I1ts name. In place Names, the creator builds his
encyclopedic knowledge about the geographical entity
through a sense of pain, fear, hope and anticipation
resulting from the use of sight, hearing, smell and taste
in the individual's daily experiences of observing size,
height, color, plant, animal, water, dangers... etc. and
then chooses the most prominent feature in his opinion
and is the starting point for choosing a specific
morphological structure to be the name of the place.
There was a clear correspondence between the place
with permanent fixed features and the choice of the
name in the infinitive form. There was also a clear
correspondence between the springs and the abundant
flow of water and the morphological structure of its
names, which came in the form of exaggerated formulas.
There was a strong connection between the dangers of
the place and the choice of the minimization form, which

has the purpose of maximizing.

Because human perception of the world, life and the
environment is encoded in the linguistic structure of
place names, analyzing these structures was a way to
show the positive or negative evaluation of the quality of

the place.

Keywords: Toponymy (Place Names), morphological
structures, geographical land mark.
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