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Hypersensitive Narcissism as a Mediator of the relationship
between Gelotophobia and Avoidant Personality Disorder in
university students

Abstract:

The recent research aimed to determine the role of hypersensitivity
narcissism as a mediator in the relationship between gelotophobia and
avoidant personality disorder in university students. It sought to
discover contribution of gelotophobia (independent variable) in
predicting avoidant personality disorder (dependent variable),
hypersensitivity narcissism (mediator variable). It examined the gender
differences in gelotophobia , avoidant personality disorder and
hypersensitive narcissism. The Sample included (465) among
university students (35 male,430 female, Mean Age= 25 year, Standard
deviation; SD=4.8) . The tools of the research involved the
GELOPH<15> by Ruch & Proyer (2008a) translated by the researcher,
the Avoidant Personality Scale prepared by the researcher, and the
hypersensitive narcissism by Hendin & Cheek (1997) translated by the
researcher. The search results discovered contribution of gelotophobia
in predicting higher levels of avoidant personality disorder and
hypersensitivity narcissism in university students. The gender
differences were not statistically significantin all study variables.
There were significant differences between higher and lower avoidant
personality disorder concerning gelotophobia in favor of higher
avoidant personality disorder. Therefore, higher avoidant personality
disorder scored significantly higher in gelotophobia scale than lower
avoidant personality disorder. The hypersensitivity narcissism partially
mediated the relationship between gelotophobia and avoidant
personality disorder.

Keywords:  Hypersensitive  Narcissism,  Gelotophobia,
Avoidant Personality Disorder, University Students
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