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Abstract

Potatoes are considered one of the most important crops in terms of
nutrition, ranking fourth after wheat, corn, and rice, and first in energy
production, and second in protein production after soybeans. The average per
capita share (average consumption) in Egypt of potatoes is estimated at about
28.7 kilograms annually. Potatoes are considered one of the important
agricultural food commodities, whether locally, for direct consumption or
manufacturing, or at the national level, for export operations, as they are
considered an important source of agricultural national income. The average
cultivated area at the republic level reached about 386 thousand acres,
producing about 11.32 million tons annually during the period (2004 - 2022).
The research mainly aimed to clarify the marketing path of potato crops, and
the distribution of marketing margins on the marketing efficiency of this crop
in Egypt. The research concluded that there is a significant annual increase in
the cultivated area of potato crops estimated at about 15.76 thousand acres,
with an annual change rate of about 4.08% of the average area, and that the
productivity per acre increased by about 0.112 tons/acre, equivalent to about
0.98% of the average total productivity, and that the product prices reached
about 137.03 pounds per ton, representing about 8.73% of the average product
price, and that wholesale prices increased and reached about 341.1 pounds per
ton, representing about 9.36% of the average wholesale prices, and that retail
prices increased to about 409.8 pounds per ton, representing about 8.85% of the
average retail prices during the study period. It also showed an annual decrease
in the producer's share of the potato crop, and that the wholesaler's share
increased by about 1.040%, representing about 2.53% of the average
wholesaler's share. It also showed an annual decrease in the retailer's share of
the potato crop, and an annual increase in the intermediaries’ share of the potato
crop in the first stage of the function estimated at about 5.021%, then it began
to decrease annually estimated at about 0.218%, by a change of about 0.661%,
representing about 1.04% of the average intermediaries' share. Therefore, the
study recommended the necessity of developing transportation and storage
networks to improve the marketing path, ensuring that potatoes reach the
markets in good condition, establishing modern collection and sorting centers
near production areas, and encouraging farmers to join agricultural
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cooperatives to improve their negotiating ability, reduce costs, increase their
own profits, and reduce the lost marketing margin for intermediaries.
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