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ARTICLE

INFO ABSTRACT
Foreign trade is a key issue targeted by any reform policy aimed at alleviating
\rticle History the trade balance deficit. Lemon is one of Egypt's most important export crops,

Received:12-10- 2024

with the total value reaching 65.263 million USD, representing 0.8% of the total
\ccepted:29-11- 2024

value of Egyptian exports, which amounted to 7.586 billion USD in 2022.
However, these exports remain unstable, primarily due to fierce competition in
global markets and the replacement of Egyptian lemon exports by those from

Keywords:

Competitiveness. other countries, resulting in Egypt losing an important source of foreign
Egyptian lemon. currency. This research aims to study various competitiveness indicators for
Import  markets  Egyptian lemon exports in its major import markets, as well as to calculate the
for lemon substitution elasticity model. The results showed that the key competitors to

Egypt in the Jordanian market include Palestine, Lebanon, South Africa, and
Argentina. Egypt ranked first in market share, market penetration, and relative
export importance indices, with values of approximately 69.64%, 0.218, and
70.49%, respectively. Egypt also ranked second in export strength and export
dependence indices, with values of 2.99% and 0.029, respectively,and third in
the relative production index at 1.720. Furthermore, the substitution elasticity
model between Egypt, Palestine, and Lebanon revealed elasticity coefficients of
-1.99 and -14.02 for Egypt’s lemon exports relative to those from Palestine and
Lebanon. As a result, a 1% reduction in Egypt's lemon export price to the
Jordanian market would lead to a more than proportional increase in Egypt's
lemon exports, with estimated increases of 1.99% and 14.02% compared to

Palestine and Lebanon, respectively.
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