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The Missing Sealing of Queen Puduhepa
on the Peace Treaty between Ramesses Il
of Egypt and Hattusili IIT of Hatti

Abstract:

Puduhepa, the wife of Hittite King Hattusili III, was a
dynamic and influential monarch in her own right. She held an
equal position with Hattusili III, most likely serving as his co-
regent. Her involvement in international relations between Egypt
and Hatti was significant. Her sealing, along with that of her
husband, appeared on the Hittite version of the peace treaty
concluded between Ramesses Il of Egypt and Hattusili III
following the Battle of Kadesh. The peace treaty should have
required an exceptional seal to sign it, which highlights the
significance of studying this seal. Although the actual seal and its
sealing have not survived, the ancient Egyptian translation of the
Hittite version of the treaty provides detailed descriptions of it.
This sealing is unique within the Hittite repertoire of glyptic art.
It is of the "Umarmung" type and to date, no other Hittite queen
has been known to possess a sealing of this type.
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Introduction

The respect and supremacy accorded to Puduhepa as
queen, both in Hatti and by the international community, was
unparalleled in the Late Bronze Age Near East.) She was the
most intriguing and powerful of all the Hittite queens.?®
Puduhepa, the Hurrian noblewoman and priestess of Itar®, was
the daughter of Pentip$arri, the powerful priest of Istar/Sawuska
in Kizzuwatna,® located in southeastern Anatolia. On his
homeward journey to Hatti after the Battle of Kadesh (ca. 1275
B.C.), the prince Hattusili stopped in Lawazantiya, an important
religious city in Kizzuwatna, to pay homage to Goddess IStar
and, based on her desire, he wed Puduhepa®.

After Hattusili’s accession to the throne, (1267- 1237 B.C.),®
Puduhepa became the great queen of the land of Hatti. Due to
Hattusili's prolonged illness, she was required to temporarily
fulfill the role of king.("” She demonstrated great ability, and her
skills led many scholars to believe in a co-rulership between
them for the remainder of their reigns.® She played an
impressive role in Hittite foreign policy, as evidenced by her
royal correspondence.® The negotiations for the peace treaty
between Egypt and Hatti were largely entrusted to her, likely due
to her husband's long illness @9,

She corresponded directly with Ramesses |1, and they addressed
each other as sister and brother @V, Four of the letters addressed
to Puduhepa by Ramesses Il were word-for-word identical to
those sent to Hattusili I11.42 She was responsible for arranging
the royal marriage between Ramesses Il and the daughter of
Hattusili II1, about thirteen years after the signing of the treaty.
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As was common in ancient civilizations, peace treaties were
sealed with royal marriages.*® Owing to her involvement in
administration and international affairs, her name appeared on
many seals, joint and lone, which stamped a lot of official
documents during Hattusili’s reign and his successor, Tudhaliya
VI. Undoubtedly, the most important document was the peace
treaty between Egypt and Hatti concluded after the Kadesh battle.
She signed it by her own seal as well as Hattusili IIT did“¥.

This paper aims to study the sealing of Puduhepa on the peace
treaty concluded between the Egyptian king Ramesses Il and the
Hittite king Hattusili I1I. This sealing, along with that of Hattusili
I11, is known only from the ancient Egyptian translation of the
Hittite version of the peace treaty, which was originally written
in Akkadian on a silver tablet, then later translated into ancient
Egyptian language and inscribed in the Karnak and
Ramesseum temples. No seal or seal impression of it appeared on
any tablet or elsewhere to date; therefore, it is referred to in this
paper as “the missing sealing”. To provide a comprehensive
understanding of the missing sealing, this study is divided into
three parts:

« The first part introduces an overview of the types and
designs of Hittite royal seals, aiming to classify the type of
the missing sealing.

« The second part presents the surviving sealings of
Puduhepa, aiming to examine their designs, inscriptions,
and specific content. This section serves as a reference for
comparing any information related to the missing seal with
these sealings.
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« The third part focuses on the Puduhepa’s missing sealing
on the peace treaty. It is going to reexamine the
information regarding to it, aiming to identify the artistic
pictorial type of that seal and to determine whether its type
and inscription are consistent with the style of the
surviving seal impressions of Puduhepa.

Part One: Types of Hittite Royal Seals

The circular stamp seal was the traditional royal seal used by
kings and queens in Anatolia.*> With one exception, Mursili 1I’s
seal from Ugarit (diameter is 5 cm., height is 1.3 cm.), @® all
examples of Hittite royal seals exist as seal impressions on
tablets and bullae.*” The greatest number of Hittite royal seal
impressions have been discovered in the Hittite homeland at
Hattusa, inandik, Masat Hoyiik, and Tarsus. Those found outside
Anatolia were located in northern Syria, at Ugarit in the west and
Tell Fray on the Euphrates.®®

Although queens’ seals are an essential part of Hittite royal seals,
Millard restricted the term “royal seals” to those bearing the
names of kings only, classifying them into three main types .49
However, following Guterbock and Beran, Lumsden classifies
Hittite royal seals, including those of queens, into five categories:
Tabarna seals, seals with purely cuneiform legends, Aedicula
seals, the so-called Umarmung seals, and miscellaneous seals.?%
All types feature one to three concentric circles surrounding a
central area, usually in a circular shape. Generally, cuneiform
inscriptions are set in the concentric rings at the edge, containing
the names, titles, and epithets of the ruler alone or with his
queen.®d The central field is typically inscribed in Luwian
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hieroglyphs, 2 with exceptions for the “purely cuneiform
seals”@) and the cuneiform signs for “life” (TI) and
“good/prosperity” (SIGs), which appear in a few cases alongside
the Luwian hieroglyphs (cf. Aedicula type).

1.Tabarna: The term “Tabarna” was an important title for the
Hittite king, akin to the title of Caesar in the Roman Empire.??
The Tabarna seal is the earliest design known to belong to Hittite
rulers, found on royal land grants dating back to the fifteenth
century B.C. The design of the Tabarna seal consists of two
concentric cuneiform bands encircling a central zone. The outer
band contains the Tabarna formula: “Seal of Tabarna, the great
king,” while the inner band features a curse formula that reads:
“Whoever changes it, i.e., the king’s order, will die.” The central
area usually displays either a rosette (fig.1) or three regularly

associated motifs in Luwian hieroglyphs:ﬁj @5 (L.369 =

VITA),?® generally interpreted as " life”; JAN (L.370)@, a
triangle representing "good/happiness or health”; and a small-
scale rosette (L.189).¢)

This type was common in the old and middle Hittite
kingdoms.?® While the earliest Tabarna seals, from the early old
Hittite kingdom wup to Telipinu (about 1500 B.C.), are
anonymous, the later seals feature specific royal names®® such as
Telipinu, Alluwamna, Huzziya I, Tahurwaili®. It is noteworthy
that Tabarna seal impressions have not been found on any
documents except for land deed.?

2. Aedicula Seals: Aedicula is a Latin word meaning (lit. “small
building”), referring to the architectural frame of an opening
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(door, window, or niche) consisting of two columns or pilasters
supporting a pediment; more specifically, it denotes a shrine
framed by two columns.®?

The Aedicula seal (figs. 2a, b) was in use from the beginning of
the Hittite Empire until its end around 1200 B.C.G% They are
named for the way the name of the king appears in the central
field, flanked on both sides by the Luwian hieroglyphic sign

( i ), a volute over a cone, the sign for “Great King = MAGNUS

REX” (L. 18)®. This is surmounted by the winged disc (=5%==)
(L. 190), a sign that denotes the royal title (“UTU-SI), meaning
“my majesty,” literally “My Sun”. ®® These signs form a “house
= Acdicula”, in which the name and title of the king are
displayed.®” Sometimes, the cuneiform signs for “life” (TI) and
“good/prosperity” (SIGs) are written below the king’s name as
good wishes for life and prosperity. “TI” and “SIGs” are

equivalents of the LH sign (Fﬂ% ), meaning life? and (£)), i.e.,
the triangle of prosperity.©®

The outer band/s of Aedicula seal is inscribed in cuneiform with
the name, titles and, often, a short genealogy of the royal
owner/s.®® Some scholars believe that Suppiluliuma I was the
creator of the Aedicule seals;“® however, Lumsden argues that
the development toward the Aedicula type began early in the
Middle Hittite Period with the joint seal of King Arnuwanda I
and his wife, Queen Asmunikal.“?

Aedicule seals belonged to the king alone or with his consort.“?
When the queen's name is added, one of the two “great king”
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signs is replaced by the sign (@\ ) for “great queen= MAGNA
REGINA”,*® rendered as a woman's head with a volute
above.*4

3. Seals with Purely Cuneiform Legends: These seals are
characterized by the retention of the cuneiform band/s (figs. 3a,
b). In addition, the central field is entirely dedicated to cuneiform
inscriptions. )

4. Umarmung Seals:

Umarmung, meaning “embracing” is the only seal design in
which the Hittite king himself is portrayed (fig. 4). This type
represents, in the central field, the protective deity of the king
standing with one of his arms wrapping protectively around the
king's neck, who is rendered smaller than the god.“® Both names
of the God and the king are inscribed in Luwian hieroglyphs next
to their figures, while the outer ring/s is inscribed in cuneiform,
as usual.“?

Surviving sealings of the Umarmung type are known for only
two Hittite monarchs: Muwatalli 1l and Tudhaliya V.48
However, Dingol®® argues that Mursili I1I/ Urhi- TeSup should
have seals of the same type. In addition, Hattusili III is believed
to have possessed such a seal, as indicated by a sealing described
in the ancient Egyptian translation of the Hittite version of the
peace treaty concluded between Ramesses Il and Hattusili I11.69

5. Miscellaneous: This last category, “Miscellaneous,” includes
all other seals that do not fall into the four previous types.
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Part Two: Sealings of Puduhepa

The seals of Puduhepa are evident in their impressions on
deferent tablets and bullae®® both as joint seals with Hattusili 111
and Tudhaliya 1V, as well as in lone seals.

A. Joint sealings of Puduhepa

1.Joint sealings with Hattusili IT1

By the time of Hattusili III, the Aedicula seal type was common.
His Joint Aedicula sealings with Puduhepa were found at
Bogazkdy, Ras Shamra®? and at Tell Fray on the Euphrates.®®
In other words, they were found within the Hittite homeland and
in its vassalage provinces.

1.1. Joint sealings of Puduhepa and Hattusili III from Ugarit

Ugarit /Ras Shamra was a vassal Hittite kingdom during the New
Hittite period. The Ugarit archive contains some joint sealings of
the royal couple, which were used to seal important documents.
It provides evidence that among the Hittite kings of the Empire
period Hattusili III most frequently shared the royal seal with his
wife Puduhepa. Remarkably, no lone seals of Hattusili III have
been found in Ugarit to date.®® Three joint sealings of Puduhepa
and Hattusili IIT were found at Ugarit,®® one of them has two
copies, as the following:

1.1.1. Three seal impressions: (RS 17.130), (RS 18.03) and
(RS 17.229)

All three seal impressions found at Ugarit exhibit the same
design. The sealing of (RS 17.130) is identical to (RS 18.03)
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(fig.5), which is simply a larger duplicate of the former.®® They
sealed a document recorded an agreement between Hattusili III
and king Nigmeda of Ugarit concerning the merchants of Ura.®"

The sealing and its duplicate represent the Aedicule of Hattusili

111 and Puduhepa in the central field. The name of Hattusili (*)
iIs written on the right-hand side by the sign combinations LH
197 = (ha) and LH 278 =(li), preceded by the title (4) that reads

“great king” (LH 18= MAGNUS REX). The Queen’s name (E)
is written phonetically, Pu-tu-hé-pa, on the left -hand side.

D
Beside her name appears the sign (ﬁ\) which means “great
queen” (LH 16, MAGNA+REGINA).®® The volute signifies

“great”, while the head of the woman indicates the queen.®® The
outer ring is occupied by cuneiform inscription that reads: “Seal
of Tabarna Hattusili, Great King, Hero".®%

The sealing (RS 17.229) (fig. 6), similarly represents the joint
Aedicula of Hattusili IIT and Puduhepa.

1.1.2. Seal impression (RS 17.238)

The sealing of (RS 17.238) (fig.7), sealed a document that
concerning the extradition of Ugaritic refugees.®? It features the
Aedicule of Puduhepa and Hattusili III, with their royal titles.
However, in contrast to the usual arrangement, the name of
Puduhepa appears on the right-hand side, while that of Hattusili
is on the left.

Kabatiarova® wonders whether it was a deliberate choice or
simply a mistake or misunderstanding on the part of the seal-
cutter in Syria, who may have created the seal based on a mere
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impression of the royal seal rather than using the original for
duplication. If this were the case, it would inevitably result in a
reversed impression.

However, | suggest that this arrangement is intentional. The
production of royal seals would have produced in Hattusa, the
Hittite capital, rather than in any vassal state. This process would
have been governed by strict rules and rigorous oversight.
Consequently, shifting Puduhepa to the right-hand side likely
indicates that the queen has gained complete control over the
affairs of the kingdom, while the king is near death and oblivious
to his surroundings.

1.2. Seal impression of Puduhepa and Hattusili III from Tell
Fray

A joint seal of the Aedicule type (fig.8), found on the bulla
discovered at Tell Fray, displays the name of King Hattusili III
with the sign of “great king” on the right-hand side, and the name
of Puduhepa with the sign of “great queen” on the left, both
situated beneath the winged disc.®®

1.3. Sealings of Puduhepa and Hattusili III from Hattusa

1.3.1. Seal impression found on a bulla from Biyukkale
(fig.9). The central field bears the joint Aedicula of Puduhepa
and Hattusili I1I. The name and title of the queen are on the right-
hand side, while the name and title of king Hattusili III are on the
left. The outer ring is occupied by a cuneiform inscription that
reads: /... ] of the City of Samuha, Hero, Favorite [......] .©®Y
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1.3.2. Seal impression from Nisantepe®corpus, Bogazkoy
Inv. No. 90/232. The Nisantepe archive in Hattusa provides joint
impressions on bullae bearing the names of king Hattusili 111 and
his queen Puduhepa®), one of these is (Bogazkdy Inv. No.
90/232) (fig.10). The sealing is of the Aedicula type and
resembles the previous sealing,®” as the name and title of the
great queen Puduhepa are on the right- hand side while that of
Hattusili 1s on the left.

Interestingly, the number of bullae bearing joint sealings of
Hattuaili 111 and Puduhepa exceeds those bearing the sealing of
Hattuaili 111 alone.®®

2. A joint sealing of Puduhepa and Tudhaliya IV? (RS
17.159) from Ugarit

Tudhaliya IV is the son and successor of Hattusili III, but it
remains uncertain whether Puduhepa was his mother or
stepmother.®® Puduhepa may have acted as his regent for a time.
However, she certainly continued to serve as the ruling queen, in
accordance with Hittite customs. So far, Puduhepa's name
appears on only one sealing belonging to Tudhaliya IV (RS
17.159) from Ugarit (fig. 11). The other sealings of Tudhaliya
found in Hattusa are too fragmentary to clearly identify her
name. (9

The sealing of (RS 17.159) is the only example of Tudhaliya’s
sealings in which a portion of the cuneiform legend remains. It
is one of the most remarkable sealings in the Hittite art due to its
size (5.5 cm) resulting in a 1.7-cm-deep impression. The clay
tablet sealed by it is preserved in Damascus Museum.(® |t
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recorded the divorce verdict of Ammistamru |1, king of Ugarit
and the daughter of Bentesina, king of Amurru.(®

The sealing is of the Umarmung type, featuring the protective
god embracing the king on the right-hand side and the sun
goddess standing on the left-hand side.(™® Three name groups of
Tudhaliya appear in the middle of the central field, flanked by the

signs for "Great King” and Labarna (=) (LH 277). Additionally,
two life-signs frame the lower name. Above them is a large
winged disk with two solar disks. On the right- hand side stands
the Storm god facing left. He is identified by LH signs [a
combination of: (@) LH360= God + () LH 199= Strong
thunder] behind him, read: "the mighty weather god", literally
“God Strong thunder”. He wraps his left arm around Tudhaliya's
neck. On the left-hand side stands the sun goddess of Arinna,
dressed in a long gown and polos. She holds her right hand
before her mouth while extending her left arm. The LH sings
above her left arm read: SOL [a combination of: LH360 =d, i.e.,
“Goddess” + (‘EE ) LH 191 =SOL, i.e., “Sun”]. The sign SOL is
repeated once more below the Goddess’s outstretched hand.

The cuneiform legend on the outer ring reads: “Seal of
Tudhaliya, Great King, King of Hatti, the Hero, Son of Hattusili,
Great King, the Hero; and Pudu/epa, Great Queen of Hatti;
Grandson of Mursili, Great King, the Hero”.(® This is a unique
legend, as none of Tudhaliya’s known sealings mention the name
of his mother. Furthermore, a study of this sealing” suggests
that the small figure whom the God embracing is not Tudhaliya
VI, but his grandfather Mursili II, who was deified after his
death.
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So far, this sealing is the only one of Tudhaliya’s surviving
sealings that documents his mother’s name. This peculiar feature
does not appear on any of the seals of Hittite kings. Tudhaliya IV
mentioned Puduhepa only twice: once on (RS 17.159) and the
second time in a decree which states: “[Thus] (speaks) Tabarna
Tudhaliya, Great King, king of the land of Hatti .... son of
Hattusili, the Great King of Hatti and Pudu/epa, Great Queen of
Hatti”.(®)

The question is whether (RS 17.159) should be considered a joint
sealing of Puduhepa and Tudhaliya or a lone seal for Tudhaliya.
Although, the name of Puduhepa appears only in Tudhaliya's
genealogy, some clues suggest it may be a joint sealing. Notably,
no other Hittite king mentioned his mother’s name on his seal to
date. This fact highlights Puduhepa’s outstanding position in the
Hittite realm, even after the death of Hattusili III, a recognition
that Tudhaliya likely acknowledged and could not dismiss. While
he did not explicitly declare her as a co-owner of this seal, he
could not completely overlook her status by completely
neglecting to mention her name. Nevertheless, it reflects a kind
of reduction in her status, especially compared to Hattusili III’s
reign. All seals of Hattusili IIT found in Ugarit bear the names of
both Puduhepa and Hattusili. One could argue that Puduhepa
held significant authority in Ugarit during her husband’s reign;
however, Tudhaliya IV appeared to diminish that power.
Consequently, he limited her role to motherhood, moving away
from the concept of co-regency. Supporting this conclusion is the
fact that she was likely his stepmother, and he later tried her and
may have expelled from the palace for a time(",
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It worth mentioning that although the name of Puduhepa was
contained in the central field of the joint sealings with Hattusili
I11, it did not appear on the cuneiform legend on the outer ring.

B. Lone sealings of Puduhepa

Although, the Hittite great queens are documented as seal owners
as early as the Hittite great kings,®® the impressions of lone
queens’ seals are much rarer than those of kings. Four Hittite
queens had lone seals. In addition to Puduhepa, they include
A$munikal, Malnigalla, the Babylonian wife of Supiluliuma I,
and an anonymous queen.®? After the reign of Supiluliuma I, the
examples of queens’ lone seals are confined to three, all
belonging to Puduhepa. These seals were found in Hattusa
(Lower City), Ugarit and Tarsus. All of them are of the Aedicula
type, and formally agree with those of Hattusili I11.62They
represent a cuneiform band encircling the Aedicula, in which the
name of Puduhepa, written in Luwian Hieroglyphs, is flanked by
the dual "Great Queen" symbols (in place of "Great King"),
above them hovers the winged disk.®® Mouton® reads the
Aedicula of Puduhepa as “My Sun, Great Queen”. Due to “my
sun” is a male title of the king, it demonstrates the power of this
queen.

1. Seal impression of Puduhepa from Ugarit (RS 17.133)

This seal (RS 17.133) (Fig. 12) consists of an outer ring
containing the cuneiform legend and a circular central field
occupied by Puduhepa’s personal name, which appears under the
winged sun disc and is flanked on both sides by the symbol of
‘Great Queen’, written in Luwian hieroglyphs.®) The Aedicula
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reads: 9dUTUY MAGNA REGINA Pu-du-hi-pa, MAGNA
REGINA,®® meaning,“My sun, the great queen Puduhepa, the
great queen”. The remains of the cuneiform inscription on the
outer ring read: [NA; KISIB 'Pu-du-he-pa SAL.LUGAL. GAL....”,
meaning, “the seal of Puduhepa, the great queen”.®"

The sealing (RS 17.133) dates back to the reign of Tudhaliya IV.
It impresses a juridical document concerning the international
law of navigation. The document is a letter sent to Ammistamru
I, king of Ugarit, regarding an Ugaritic sailor or merchant
accused a Hittite sailor named Sukku of deliberately destroying
his ship. Although Sukku denied the accusation and defended
himself by stating it was an accident, he was ordered to
compensate the Ugaritic sailor for the boat and its goods. The
compensation decision was sealed by Puduhepa on behalf of
Tudhaliya VI, the Hittite King.®®

2. Seal impression of Puduhepa from Tarsus

This impression (Fig. 13) was found on a bulla (36.1171)) at
GozlG Kule in Tarsus in 1936. The bulla is now in the Adana
Museum.®) Except more damaged, it is very similar to the
above-mentioned sealing (fig. 12, RS 17.133). It is of the
Aedicula type. The Luwian hieroglyphs in the central field under
the sun disk reads: “great queen Pu-tu-/p- pa”. Gelb restored the
remaining portion of the cuneiform inscription on the ring as: “...
[Pu-du]-ke- bat DUMU. S[Al.....” meaning,”...Pudubepa the
daughter..”.®® However, Glterbock argues that the seal consists
of two rings surrounding a central field. He concludes that the
signs “he-bat” represent the name of the goddess Hepat- not a
part of Puduhepa’s name- and mark the end of the inner ring.
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Consequently, the lost outer ring should begin with DUMU.SAL,
followed by the title of the queen.®Y Although “DUMU SAL”
means daughter®, Lumsden®® interpreted it as ... Pudujepa.
Princes/[s....]".

3. Seal impression of Puduhepa from the Nisantepe corpus,
Bogazkoy Inv. No. 90/977

Nisantepe archive provided with some seal impressions of
Puduhepa of the Aedicula type.®® For example, the seal
impression (Bogazkdy Inv. No. 90/977) (Fig.14) represents the
queen’s name (Pu-tu-ha-pa) in the central field, flanked on both

sides by the sign ({5\) (LH 16 = Great queen), while the winged
disc hovers above. The outer ring is inscribed in cuneiform
inscription.®

Comments

The forementioned overview of the sealings of Puduhepa, leads
to the following conclusions:

e To date, no seals belonging to Puduhepa have survived;
only seal impressions remain.

e She does not have any seals of Purely cuneiform type.

e The central field of all her sealings does not contain any
cuneiform sings.

e All surviving sealings of Puduhepa, which include her
name in the central field, either joint or lone, are of the
Aedicula type. When her name appeared on the outer ring
(fig. 11), the seal was of the Umarmung type, however the
name of Tudhaliya IV is written in the Aedicula.
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e Her sealings likely indicate three stages of her occupation
as a queen:

a-A regent of Hattusili: In this case, the name of the king
was written on the right- hand side, i.e., in the first
position, while her name appeared on the left- hand side,
I.e., the second position after the king.

b-A regent with all powers of a king: In this stage her
name shifted to the right- hand side.

c-Reducing of the Queen's powers: After several years of
Tudhaliya’s accession to the throne, her name was written
only on the outer ring of the seal in the king's genealogy. It
IS worth mentioning that she was tried and may have been
expelled from the palace for a time during Tudhaliya’s
reign®®,

Part Three: The missing sealing of Puduhepa on the
Peace treaty “Eternal Treaty”

After many years of hostility between Egypt and Hatti
culminated in the Kadesh battle (c.1275/4 b.c.), the peace treaty
concluded between Ramesses Il of Egypt and Hattusili III of
Hatti in 1259/8 B.C. It took about fifteen years after the Kadesh
battle to normalize relationship between Egypt and Hatti. The
peace treaty was one of the most significant treaties in the world,
known as “the eternal treaty”.®”) Two independent versions were
composed: one in Hatti and the other in Egypt, with each version
presenting the terms of the treaty from the perspective of its
author. They were then exchanged.®®
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The Hittite version was inscribed on a silver tablet in Akkadian
cuneiform and sent to Egypt. This silver tablet was then
translated into the ancient Egyptian language and recorded in the
Karnak (Fig. 15 a) and the Ramesseum temples.®%

The Egyptian version, originally composed in the ancient
Egyptian language, was translated into Akkadian on a silver
tablet and sent to Hatti. In Hattusa, it was recorded on a clay
tablet that was fortunately discovered in the archive of Hattusa by
Winkler (Fig. 15 b).2% Later many fragments of the same tablet
were found.oV

The treaty followed the characteristic formula of Hittite treaties
and included stipulations for non-aggression, defensive alliance
against internal and external enemies, and the extradition of
fugitives.%?

According to the ancient Egyptian translation of the Hittite
version of the peace treaty, the Hittite silver tablet was sealed
with the stamp seals of both King Hattusili III and Queen
Puduhepa. Unfortunately, neither the seals nor their impressions
have survived. However, the ancient Egyptian text and its
duplication provide descriptions of both seal impressions.

The Karnak text is more complete than the fragmentary
duplicated version recorded in the Ramesseum. Champollion in
his book “Notices Descriptives 11, 1844, 195 ff.”, was the first to
copy both texts and attempted a tentative translation. However,
Rosellini in: “Monumenti Storici, vol. III, Part II, pp. 268-282",
was the first scholar to provide a complete translation.
Subsequently, many scholars offered their own translations,
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including Breasted,% Pritchard,®®¥ and Kitchen, who published
the Hieroglyphic text (KRI I1') @) in 1979. Recently, in 1997,
and in his book, Der Vertrag zwischen Ramses Il von Agypten
und Hattusili 111 von Hatti, Edel provided a transliteration and a
translation of the Hieroglyphic text, in comparison with the
Akkadian text®%), More recently, in 1999, Kitchen, published the
translation of (KRI 11) in (KRIN [1).207)

1.Hieroglyphic Text and its duplicate (fig.16).

The text and it duplicate“®® run from right to left as the
following:

1.1. The Karnak text

— 0 TN~ pr—
BEARPGRETE o 1
=R RO T | DRI BRI AT 00 B
TR iR DB A S BLZ- T
A-TBA ALETNLBHNE L R 4, 4RBELE

=

SEAIRT XN TREI R B b2 LERLTH. 4

1.2. The Ramesseum text
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%% ﬁk%ﬁ %% 4 40 89 “ggéj_‘%
PV B X ARV EZ=T777) -4

2. Transliteration

IR,

E%

)

The two copies of the Hieroglyphic text are provided to complete
each other, in order to gain only one comprehensive translation.
(K, refers to Karnak and R, to Ramesseum).

2.1. The Karnak text:
-....[ nty m hr-ib hr p3 t3y.f k[£]"" rwist hpwi?

K2- rpyt n(t) [t3 ] ntrt™ n(t) Ht hr kni rpy(t) n(t) wrt n(t)
[Ht] inhw m [sm]dt mdw m dd p3 btm n p3 Ren dmi

K3- n Irnns p3 nb n p3 t3 p3 htm n Pwtwhyp3 t3 wrt n(t) p3 t3
n Ht t3 $rit n(t) p3 t3 n kydw3dn t3

K4-1...... W12 dmi 1lrnns [{3 hnwt n(t) p3 3 t3 b3kt (nt) t3
[nir]t [nty m] bnw p3 inhw n p3 hpwi p3 htm n p3 R n Irnn3
p3 nbn t3nd

2.2. The Ramesseum text:
R1-.....[n]ty [m] hr- @b hr p3y™Y [...... ]

R2-[..t ..n.ntrt ...... WD (t) Ht tnhw m smd[f] mdw m dd p3
btm] n p3 Ren dmi

R3- n I [r]nn3 p3 [nb] n p3 t3 p3 btm n Pwtwhyp3 t3 wrt [n(t)

1108 |



The Missing Sealing of Queen Puduhepa
on the Peace Treaty between Ramesses Il
of Egypt and Hattusili IIT of Hatti

R4-[........... ] [ntly m hnw p3 i[n]h[w] n p3 hpw p3 btm n p3
Ren Ir[nns p3 nb n t3 nb |

3.Translation:

(1) [.... What 1s on] the middle of its other side: figures of the
female image (2) of the goddess of Hatti embracing the female
image of the greatest (woman) of Hatti, surrounded by a border
of words say: "the seal of the Re¢ of the town (3) of Arinna, the
lord of the land; the seal of Putuhepa, the greatest (woman) of the
land of Hatti, the daughter of the land of Kizzuwatna, the (4)
.................. of the town Arinna, the lady of the land, the
servant of the goddess. What is inside that which surrounds the
figures: the seal of the R<of Arinna, the lord of all land.

Comments
1. One seal or two seals?

The Egyptian description of the Hittite version of the peace treaty
indicates that the Hittite tablet, made of silver, was inscribed on
both of its faces. Additionally, there are descriptions of two
embracing scenes: the Storm God embracing Hattusili III and the
Sun Goddess embracing Puduhepa. It appears that there were two
seals: one belonging to Hattusili on the front face and the other to
Puduhepa on the back. However, the Hieroglyphic text does not
confirm this interpretation decisively, which leaves room for
alternative hypotheses, one of which is proposed by Edel. He
suggests that the silver tablet is sealed with only one seal,
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featuring the two embracing scenes: Hattusili with the Storm God
on the right-hand side and Puduhepa with the Sun Goddess on
the left-hand side*®). He supports his argument by translating the
phrase “ nty m hr- @b hr p3 wmw n hd hr By.f rwidt h3wt (1%
which describes the seal of Hattusili, as “what is in the middle of
the tablet of silver, on its right-hand side” and the phrase “nty m
hr- b hr p3 t3y.f kt rwist, which describes the seal of Puduhepa,

as “what is in the middle of its other side , i.e., left-hand side”.
(117)

| agree with Edel's translation but disagree with the notion that
both embracing scenes appear on just one seal. If that were the
case, the Hieroglyphic text would describe the two scenes as a
single unit and then mention the inscriptions on the outer rings as
one unit as well. However, the text gives the embracing scene of
Hattusili followed by the inscription on the outer ring, and then
presents the embracing scene of Puduhepa followed by the
inscription on the outer ring. Therefore, | conclude that there are
two seals placed beside each other on the same face of the tablet,
with one on the right-hand side and the other on the left-hand
side.

2. The type of the sealing

Both sealings of Hattusili and Puduhepa are impressions of
stamp seals. It is evident in the Egyptian text through two
structures: a) inhw m smdt mdw, meaning “surrounded by a
marginal or border of words/ inscription”, which refers to a circle
or ring; and b) nty m hnw p3 inhw n p3 hpw,” meaning “what
is inside, that which surrounds the figures. Here, inhw and smdt
both refer to a circle.

1110 |



The Missing Sealing of Queen Puduhepa
on the Peace Treaty between Ramesses Il
of Egypt and Hattusili IIT of Hatti

The sealing is of Umarmung type, i.e. a deity embraces the
royal personage in the central field and encircled by ring/s
inscribed in cuneiform with the name and titles of the owner and
her deity. This is evident in the phrase: rpyt n(t) t3 ntrt n(t) Ht
hr kni (.s) rpy(t) nt wrt n(t) Ht, where kni means “embrace”.

So far, no Umarmung sealings have been found for Hattusili III,
although his brother, King Muwatalli 11, had sealings of this type.
For queens, no surviving sealings of this type have been found,
neither for Puduhepa, nor for any other Hittite queen. Therefore,
the Umarmung sealing of Puduhepa on the peace treaty is unique,
making her the only Hittite queen known to have a sealing of this

type.

The question remains: How did the Hittites seal a silver tablet? In
the case of a wooden tablet, a clay bulla is attached to the tablet
and then sealed with a seal. For the Amarna tablets, a clay
envelope is sealed. In the case of the silver tablet, | believe the
stamp seal should have been incised directly on the silver, rather
than relying on a bulla or envelope.

3. Figural scene

The missing sealing of Puduhepa on this peace treaty is unique
within all the Hittite civilization. It represents, for the first time in
the Hittite kingdom, the image of two females- a deity and a
queen- in embracing position.

3.1. Representation of Puduhepa.

In all her surviving sealings, Puduhepa appears only by her name
in the central field. This tradition began with Asmunikal, the
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queen of King Arnuwanda I, who possesses the earliest stamp
seal bearing a queen’s name. She is followed by Queen
Taduhepa, wife of Tudhaliya Il; Hinti and Tawananna I/
Malnigalla, wives of Supiluliuma I; Gassaluwiya, wife of Mursili
I1; Danuhepa, wife of Mursili Il; and finally Puduhepa.(118)
However, none of these queens were depicted on any sealings,
while Puduhepa is depicted on her missing sealing.

It is worth mentioning that a high-ranking women called
Muwatti, who held titles of princess and woman of the king, had
11 different seals found in the Nisantepe archive. Two of which
feature figural scenes. One of these depicts a female worshipper
in an adoration scene before the goddess Sauska.®) However,
Muwatti was not a queen, and the Goddess was not embracing
her. The embracing position had previously been reserved for
kings. This gives Puduhepa a unique priority and exclusivity in
possessing this position among queens, as no other Hittite queen
had a seal of the Umarmung type.

3.2. Representation of the deity.

the Sun Goddess of Arinna was represented for the first time, as a
seated woman, on the Fraktin relief. However, the earliest
surviving representation of her on seals is found on the sealing of
Tudhaliya IV (fig. 11). Based on these representations, the Sun
Goddess of Arinna on the missing sealing should have been
dressed in a long gown and polos, likewise is Puduhepa.

4.Titles of Puduhepa

Titles of Puduhepa mentioned in the Hieroglyphic text are
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unigue. Some of them were never used before her, nor after her.

4.1. wrt n(t) Ht, “the great woman/ lady of Hatti”, and
Pwtwhyp3 t3 wrt n(t) p3 t3 n Ht, “Putubepa, the great
woman/ lady of the land of Hatti”

Puduhepa is not described as “Queen/ Great Queen" (Sal/
MUNUS.LUGAL.GAL) nor as “a ruling queen” (Twananna).
Instead, she is referred to simply as wrt 29 which means “a
great female/woman”. This distinction may be attributed to
differences between the languages of the ancient Egyptians and
the Hittites. The ancient Egyptian language does not have a
specific word for “queen” that equates to the term for “king” (29,
The Egyptian word for king is connected to the nature of the land

o4

of Egypt, specifically == ny-swt-bity, meaning “he who
belongs to the sedge and bee”*??, The sedge and bee are symbols
of upper and lower Egypt. Thus, the title is reserved exclusively
for the Egyptian king and is essentially a masculine epithet.

The few females who ascended to the Egyptian throne, such as
Hatshepsut, were treated as male kings. She was represented in
masculine form, took the fivefold titulary of the king, and bore
kingly insignia®?®). However, the king’s wife and all the royal
women in ancient Egypt are identified by titles indicating their
relationship with the king, such as mother, wife, sister or
daughter of the king.(2%

The principal wife of the king; i.e., the queen, held the title Amt
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nsw wrt, “great wife of the king” from about the thirteenth
Dynasty®?®. In the old kingdom, the queen was known as mJ33t
hr st, “the one who sees Horus and Seth”, referring to the king of
Egypt. This title reflects her religious role as a priestess.®?®

From the early Eighteen Dynasty onward, royal women began to
adopt the title nbt tswy, “mistress of the two lands”*?"), as well
as hnwt sm¢ mhw, “lady of the south and the north”, hnwt rsy
mhw, “lady of upper and lower Egypt”, and hnwt t3w nbw, “lady
of all lands”.?®) All titles for the queen in ancient Egypt were
primarily related to the king and the nature of the Egyptian land.
Consequently, it was challenging to describe a foreign queen
with a title that belonged to the Egyptian queen.

The Egyptian text describes Hattusili Il as wr < n Ht “the
greatest one of Hatti”, while Puduhepa referred to simply as
“wrt”, the feminine equivalent of “wr”. This was the highest
honor the Egyptian king could bestow upon a foreign ruler. The
foreign queen received the same title as her husband, but in the
feminine form.

4.2. t3 srit n(t) p3 t3 n kydwsdn, “Daughter of the land of
Kizzuwatna/ Kizzuwadna”

Although, “Lawazantiya” was the homeland where Puduhepa
was born and raised?®, Hittite texts refer to Puduhepa as both
the “daughter of Kizzuwatna” and the “daughter of Kummanni”.
To know why Kizzuwatna is used on her missing sealing, the
three sites will be discussed preceding by an overview of the
usage of the word “daughter” in connection with Hittite queens’
seals.
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4.2.1 the word “daughter” on the Hittite queens’ seals.

Two other queens, besides Puduhepa, used the word “daughter”
on the legends written on their seals. a) Queen Asmunikal is
mentioned on her lone seal as “Asmunikal, Great Queen,
Daughter of Nikalmati”.®* This emphasizes her position as
Tawananna, ruling queen, following her mother, the previous
Tawananna. b) Tawananna Ill, i.e., queen Malnigalla- the
Babylonian wife of Suppiluliuma I- is described on their joint
Aedicula as: “Tawananna, Great Queen, Daughter of the King of
Babylon .Y This confirms her esteemed status as the daughter
of the Babylonian king. However, Puduhepa neither mentioned
her parents’ names nor their titles, only her homeland.

4.2.2 Lawazantiya.

Lawazantiya was an important city in Kizzuwatna; however, its
exact location has not yet been confirmed.32 It might be located
at the archaeological site of Sirkeli HOyuk.*3® There is a
possibility that there were two cities held that name.®*4

As the birthplace of Puduhepa, Lawazantiya is mentioned in
Hattusili III’s apology text (CTH 81), where he states: “When |
came back, i.e., after the Kadesh battle, I went to the city of
Lawazantiya to offer a sacrifice to the god, and fulfilled the (cult)
of the god....I have taken Puduhepa, the daughter of the Priest
PentipSarri, as a wife by the order of my Goddess”.**® Hattusili
I11 confirmed the same information in (CTH 85), which records
his conflict with MurSili III/ Urhi-TeSub. This text adds that
Puduhepa was the servant/ priestess of IStar of the city
Lawazantiya. %0
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Hattusili III chose to mention the city of Lawazantiya specifically
for its significance as a cultic site associated with the priesthood
of Istar, his patron goddess.

4.2.3. Kizzuwatna/ Kizzuwadna

Kizzuwatna/ Kizzuwadna was an ancient Anatolian kingdom
located in southeastern Anatolia. Symington®” identifies it with
the province of Cilicia. It is believed that Kizzuwatna extended
into the mountainous area of the Anti-Taurus and controlled the
main routes from the Anatolian plateau to northern Syria.
Therefore, firm control of Kizzuwatna was vital for Hittite trade
and control of Syria.*%®) Kizzuwatna was first attested in the late
16M century in the treaty between the Hittite king Telipinu (ca.
1525-1500 B.C.) and ISpudahsu king of Kizzuwatna (CTH
21).339 It was fully incorporated into the Hittite kingdom and
became a province and integral part of the Hittite empire after the
accession of Suppiluliuma I, ca. 1350 BC.® However, it
maintained its significance as a center of cults and religious
traditions. 4%

Puduhepa is referred to as the “Daughter of the land of
Kizzuwatna” on the Fraktin relief,**? where she is depicted
pouring a libation to the Goddess Hepat.**® The accompanying
inscription reads: "Pudukepa Great Queen, daughter of the
country Kizzuwatna, beloved of the god(s)”.*¥

According to Symington49, the same epithet may have been
written on the cuneiform legend of her seal impression, Tarsus
(36.1171) (cf. Fig. 13). Guterbock had suggested a restoration of
its cuneiform legend as: "...daughter of the country Kizzuwatna,
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beloved by Hebat".46) Although, this sealing is too damaged to
be restored,4”) Hoffner confirmed to Giiterbock that the latter's
restoration fitted the available space on the bulla very well. 14®

Worthy to mention that under Hittite control, the ruler of
Kizzuwatna held the title “SANGA”, “(high) priest” of TeSub
and Hebat. He acted as a vassal king.**® Thus, Puduhepa was the
daughter of the ruler of Kizzuwatna. She was proud of her
homeland as she ordered the chief scribe to start collecting texts
from her homeland, Kizzuwatna. %

4.2.4 Kummanni.

Kummanni is located in north Kizzuwatna.*> Sometime there
was an interchange between Kizzuwatna and the city named
Kummanni.®? |t appears that its most prominent center, i.e.
Kummanni, came to identify the whole region, and vice versa.
This interchange may have resulted from Kizzuwatna losing its
status as an independent kingdom. 5%

Puduhepa is referred to as “daughter of Kummanni®* in a vow
text CTH 585),1% which reads: “UM.MA f/Pu-du-4e-pa SAL.
LUGAL GAL SAL.LUGAL K[UR YRY?] Ha-at-ti DUMU. SAL
URUKum-ma-an-ni”, meaning: “As follow: Puduhepa, the great
queen, queen of the land of Hatti, the daughter of the city of
Kummanni”. %)

To sum up, Kizzuwatna was an independent kingdom that lost
its political status in the New Hittite kingdom but continued to be
an important religious center and a strategic location along the
trade routes via north Syria. Sometimes, its name was replaced
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by Lawazantiya and Kummanni, which were two significant
cities within the kingdom of Kizzuwatna. The missing sealing of
Puduhepa on the peace treaty is the only confirmed seal
impression that clearly bears the title “daughter of Kizzuwatna”
to date. Notably, “Kizzuwatna” may have been written on the
damaged seal from Tarsus (36.1171) but no signs of this name
have survived.

Puduhepa took pride in being the daughter of Kizzuwatna, which
was once an independent kingdom on par with the Hittite
kingdom itself. She understood that her origins and connections
in Kizzuwatna facilitated her marriage into the Hittite royal
family and paved her way to becoming the Great Queen of
Hatti.(59)

5. Sun Goddess of Arinna

The Sun Goddess of Arina was equated with the Goddess Hepat,
the patron goddess of Puduhepa. She was sometimes referred to
as Istar of the city of Lawazantiya, who was a war goddess.®"
Arinna was the name of the sacred city of the Hittite Sun
Goddess, although its exact location remains unidentified. The
Sun Goddess of Arinna is also known as “Arinnitti”, a name that
denotes her connection to Arinna. She was of Hattian origin,
which is pre-Hittite.®® Her consort was the weather god
Tarhunna. Eventually, she was integrated into the Hittite
pantheon along with her family and became the chief goddess of
the Hittite state.

In Puduhepa’s religious reforms during the reigns of Hattusili III
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and Tudhaliya 1V, Sun Goddess of Arinna was identified with the
Hurrian mother-goddess Hepat, along with many other deities of
similar function.®>® This is evident in a prayer by Puduhepa,
where she addressed the Goddess saying:” O Sun Goddess of
Arinna... you bear the name of Sun Goddess of Arinna in Hatti...
but in the country of ceder trees, your name is Hepat.‘9) The
Hurrian name of Puduhepa means “Hepat begat".(? In light of
this assimilation, she would also come to be considered a child of
the Sun Goddess of Arinna.

In the hieroglyphic text, the Sun Goddess of Arinna is referred to
using both female and male forms, as the following:

e twice as a female “¢3 nirt” = “the Goddess” in: rpyt n(t) t3
ntrt n(t) Ht, “the female image of Goddess of Hatti”, and in ¢3
b3kt (nt) t3 nirt, “the servant of the Goddess”.

Egyptian distinguishes between masculine and feminine through
certain signs, such as (¢) at the end of feminine words and (#5) as
a feminine definite article, which means (the), in contrast with
(p3), the masculine definite article. Additionally, some
determinatives pertain to females as (). For ¢7 ntrt; 7 is the
feminine definite article referring to the Goddess, and nirt, the
feminine form of nir “God”, ending with “#”. Likewise, rpyt, “a
female image”, is used to describe Sun Goddess of Arinna, while
twt, “a male image”, is used when describing the Hittite god
represented on the sealing of Hattugili. Furthermore, (4 ) is a
determinative used to indicate female deities.

e twice as a male “p3 R¢” = “the Sun God” and “p3 nb” = “the
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lord”, in: p2 Ren dmin Irnnd p3 nb n ps t3, “the Sun God of
the town of Arinna, the lord of the land”. And in: ps htm n p3 R¢
n Irnns p3 nb n t3 nb, “the seal of the Sun God of Arinna, the
lord of all land”. The word “R¢’ in the Hieroglyphic text is
preceded by p3, the masculine definite article.

God Rcin ancient Egyptian religion is a male deity. This may
explain the way the Hittite Sun deity was written. The Sun
goddess of Arinna, as attested in Hittite texts, had both male and
female aspects. She was considered both a deity of the heavens
and a deity of the underworld. In the aforementioned prayer of
Puduhepa, Sun goddess of Arinna was addressed as a female,
while in a prayer of King MursSili she was referred to as a male:
“You alone are the Lord (EN) of just judgement”. This concept of
a deity embodying both male and female aspects reflects the
different roles which the deity fulfilled in various contexts.®6?
Such dualism was not unfamiliar in ancient Egyptian beliefs. For
example, the creator “Atum” was sometimes described in the
Pyramid Texts as a male-female composite.*%® In Art, the Nile
God Hapy, for example, was represented with dualistic gender
characteristics.

The ancient Egyptian translator of the treaty may have
recognized the dualism of the Sun Goddess of Arinna, which
could explain why he mentioned her as both male and female.
Alternatively, he might have been confused by the contrast
between the Akkadian text and the represented female image of
the deity embracing Puduhepa. The cuneiform text refers to the
deity as YUTU. Here, 9X corresponds to "%¢ X” whered =
DINGIR, i.e., “God” is a determinative preceding the names of

1120



The Missing Sealing of Queen Puduhepa
on the Peace Treaty between Ramesses Il
of Egypt and Hattusili IIT of Hatti

both gods and goddesses, while UTU means “Sun”®®4, Thus, the
translator rendered it as “ps R¢” = “the Sun God” and “ps nb” =
“the lord”. However, when describing the image of the deity seen
on the seal, he used feminine expressions such as ¢3 ntrt
and rpyt, indicating she was represented as female on the seal.

6. hnwt n(t) p3 t3, “mistress/ lay of the land”.

This title is mentioned after some lost words; [%n dmi |Jrnn3
(t3) hnwt n(t) p3 t3, “..... of the town of Arinna, mistress/ lay of
the land”. Edel suggested completing the lost part as: (¢3 /hm
ntr or t3 mryt n p3 Re ] n 1Jrnn3 (t3) hnwt n p3 t3) @89,
meaning: “the priestess or beloved of the Sun God of Arinna,
mistress/ lay of the land”. The interpretation as "beloved" is more
plausible, as Puduhepa is described in the next sentence as
“servant/priestess of the sun deity.”

Edel®®® connects the word hnwt to Puduhepa; however, it is
more appropriate to associate it with the Sun Deity. The text
describes Puduhepa more than once as “the greatest woman in
Hatti,” so hnwt n p3 t3is more likely referring to the Goddess
whom mentioned above as “ps nb n ps t5”, the lord of the land.
It seems as a parallel structure as hnwt n p3 t3

7.3 b3kt (nt) t3 ntrt, “the servant/priestess of the Goddess”.

Another peculiar feature found on the missing sealing is using
the title “the servant/priestess of the Goddess”. It illustrates how
pious Puduhepa was and her dedication to her deity. The
intended Goddess here is the Sun Goddess of Arinna.
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No other Hittite queen has inscribed such a title as “servant/
priestess of X Goddess”, on her seal. Puduhepa herself has not
used it on any of her surviving sealings so far. However, sealing
Tarsus 36.1171 (Fig. 13) could be the only exception if the
restoration of its legend was “...servant of Hebat” rather than
“...beloved of Hebat". Guterbock®®" restored it as “beloved of
Hebat”, and if that were the case, then the missing sealing would
be the only seal of Puduhepa and of any other Hittite queen that
contains this title, i.e., servant or priestess of Hebat.

It is worth noting that Puduhepa was described as “the servant/
priestess of IStar of Lawazintiya” in the text (CTH 85), as
previously mentioned.

8. Language of the sealing

The outer ring/s in all royal seals was inscribed in cuneiform,
while the central field was written in Luwian Hieroglyphs (LH),
with a few exceptions of purely cuneiform type and the signs of
(TI), (SIGs), “LUGAL”and “SAL.LUGAL”. Therefore, this
tradition should apply to both the sealings of Hattusili III and
Puduhepa on the peace treaty, even if it is not mentioned in the
Hieroglyphic text.

9. How many conentric rings are in the missing sealing?

At first glance, the phrase “m hnw” in the last sentence: nty m
hnw p3 inhw n p3 hpw p3 htm n p3 Ren Irnn3 p3 nb n t3 nb,
“what is inside that which surrounds the figures: the seal of the
Rc of Arinna the lord of all land”, suggests that this sentence is
written beside the Umarmung scene in the central field of the
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sealing which represents the Sun Goddess of Arinna embracing
Puduhepa. However, the length of the sentence and the word jtm
= “seal” in the ancient Egyptian language (equivalent
to KISIB in Akkadian) lead to another interpretation, evidenced
as follows:

The Hittite royal sealings do not feature such a long sentence or
the word KISIB in the central field. Traditionally, it was
reserved for the name and title of the king/queen, along with the
name or epithet of the deity (if portrayed), in LH. In some
instances, a few cuneiform signs appeared: the sign for
"good/prosperity” (SIGs) appeared alone®®® or with the sign for
"ife” (TN, the word (LUGAL= “King”)?® and
(SAL.LUGAL= "queen")?™, However, no cuneiform sings are
attested in the central field of all known Umarmung seals (cf.
sealings of Muwatalli 1, fig.4, and of Tudhaliya IV, fig.11).

Regarding the word “KISIB”, it was written, as evidenced, on the
outer ring/s of the joint seal of Hattusil 11l and Puduhepa from
Ugarit (RS 18.03) (fig. 5.).(7

As a result, the sentence “p3 ptm n ps Re n Irnns...... t3 nb”
should have been inscribed on the outer ring surrounding the
circular central field contained the Umarmung scene. Likewise,
the sentences “p3 htm n p3 Ren dmi n Irnns p3 nb n p3 t3 p3
htm n Pwtwhyp3 ...... t3 b3kt (nt) t3 ntrt” should also have
been inscribed on an outer ring. Therefore, it is suggested that
there were two rings around the circular central field: an inner
and an outer ring. The sentence “p3 htm n p3 Ren Irnns...... t3
nb” was written on the inner ring, while the the sentences “ps
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btm n p3 Ren dmi n Irnnd p3 nb n p3 t3 p3 htm n Pwtwhyps
...... t3 b3kt (nt) t3 ntrt” were on the outer ring.

It remains to be said that the identifications of the deity and
Puduhepa should have been inscribed beside their figures on the
central field in LH based on their surviving counterparts. The
inscriptions would read “Sol Arinna = Sun Goddess of Arinna”
and MAGNA RIGINA Puduhepa = great queen Puduhepa.
However, the Egyptian text identifies the two figures as ¢3 nirt
n(t) Ht,“the Goddess of Hatti” and t3 wrt n(t) Ht, “the great
woman of Hatti” without names. It does not agree with what
already existed on the surviving sealings of Puduhepa, and does
not align with what is traditionally found on Hittite royal seals.
The discrepancy could be attributed to one of the following
reasons:

a. The Egyptian translator may not have fully understood
the Luwian Hieroglyphic, so he simply described what he
observed. He assumed that what was written beside the
figures was: p3 htm n p3Ren Irnns p3 nb n t3 nb.

b. Alternatively, the sentence “p3 htm n p3 R¢ n Irnns p3
nb n t3 nb” may have already been inscribed in the central
field. If this were the case, then it would be the first
instance of such a sentence appearing on the central field of
any Hittite royal seal

c. It is also possible that the translator had already read the
names of both the Goddess and Puduhepa inscribed in the
central field and included them in his description of the
scene. Therefore, he did not need to repeat their names. It is
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understood that to accurately describe the figures, he should
have known how to read their names,.

The last suggestion is likely the correct one, as it aligns with the
assumption that the sealing had two rings surrounding the
circular central field. The arrangement of the missing sealing
according to the Hieroglyphic text would be as follows:

e A central field: The Goddess embracing the queen with
their names written in LH beside them

e An inner ring: The inscription reads: “p3 htm n p3 Ren
Irnn3 p3 nb n t3 nb”.

e An outer ring: The inscription contains the sentences: “p3
btm n p3 R<n dmi n Irnnd p3 nb n p3 t3 p3 htm n
Pwtwhyp3s ...... t3 b3kt (nt) t3 ntrt”.

Thus, the Hieroglyphic text agree with the arrangement of the
Royal Hittite seals. Figure 17 presents an imaginative depiction
by the author of this paper of the missing sealing of Puduhepa on
the peace treaty.

Conclusions

The missing seal impression of Puduhepa on the peace treaty,
known as “the eternal treaty”, concluded between Ramesses II of
Egypt and Hattusili III of Hatti, is unique within the repertoire of
the Hittite Royal seals and all Hittite art due to its epigraphic
content and figural scene depicted in the central field. The
Hieroglyphic text translating the Hittite version of the eternal
treaty leads to several conclusions:
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o The missing sealing was an impression of a stamp seal,
consisting of a circular central field and two concentric
rings surrounding it.

o It is of Umarmung type. To date, Puduhepa is the only
Hittite queen known to have a sealing of this type. No
counterparts representing a Goddess embracing a queen
have been found in all of Hittite art.

« Regarding the deity, the Egyptian text reveals a dual nature
of the Sun goddess of Arinna as female and male.

« Concerning the epithets and titles of Queen Puduhepa, she
was described as the “daughter of Hatti”, the “daughter of
Kizzuwatna” and the “servant/ priest of the Goddess,
referring to the Sun Goddess of Arinna. Those epithets and
titles do not appear on any other Hittite queen’s seal.

e No copy of the missing sealing has been found on any
other Hittite document, which may be due to the
significance of the document it sealed, namely “the eternal
treaty” concluded between the two greatest powers in the
ancient world. This event likely required an exceptional
seal to sign it, which highlights its outstanding
significance. Therefore, | propose that the seal of
Puduhepa, of which the missing sealing in question is an
impression, was used specifically for the eternal treaty and
has never been used again. It may have been preserved as a
precious memorial of that treaty.

e The arrangement of the contents of the missing sealing
mentioned in the Egyptian text aligns with the traditions of
the Royal Hittite seals.

The signature of Puduhepa on the eternal treaty, using her own
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seal, even in its absence, accentuates her full equality with her
husband, King Hattusili III. She is indeed the most important
queen in the Hittite History.
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Figures

(Fig. 2 a) Aedicule seal of
Suppiluliuma I. The central
field is written in LH.

(Fig. 1) Tabarna seal. Werner, Kleine Einfilhrung ins
Hieroglyphen-Luwische fig.1 on
Lumsden, Symbols of power, fig.7. p.41.

(Fig. 2 b) Aedicule seal of Mursili IT from Ugarit (central field written in
LH + Cuneiform signs for life and good/prosperity).

Kabatiarova, Ugaritic Seal Metamorphoses, fig. 11.
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(Fig. 3 b) A purely cuneiform

(Fig. 3 ) A purely cuneiform seal of seal of Mursili II and Twananna

ASmunikal.

Lumsden, Symbols of power, fig.15. Lumsden, Symbols of power, fig.18.

(Fig. 5) A joint Aedicula of
Hattusili ITIT and Puduhepa (RS

(Fig.4) Umarmung Seal represents the 17.130 and 18.03).
storm god embracing Muwatalli 11.

Akurgal, Die Kunst der Hethiter,
44, fig.1 on p. 40, the upper register

Boehmer, "Kleinasiatische Glyptik™, fig. 376 i. .
on the right.
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(Fig.7) A joint Aedicula of Hattusili
) o _ - I1l and Puduhepa (RS.17.238).
(Fig.6) A joint Aedicula of Hattusili  akyrgal, Die Kunst der Hethiter, 44,

I1I'and Puduhepa (RS. 17.299). fig.1 on p. 40, the lower register on the
Kabatiarova, Ugaritic Seal Metamorphoses, left.
fig.13A.

(Fig.8) A joint Aedicula of Hattusili III and Puduhepa on a bulla from Tell
Fray.
Kabatiarova, Ugaritic Seal Metamorphoses, fig.13d.
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(Fig. 10) A joint Aedicula of
Hattusili 11T and Puduhepa from from
Nisantepe, Hattusa.

Herbordt, “The Hittite King and his Court”,
fig 2g.

(Fig.9) A joint Aedicula of Hattusili
I11 and Puduhepa from Biiyukkale,
Hattusa.

Bittel, Der Hethiter, fig. 190.

(Fig.11) Umarmung sealing of Tudhaliya VI (RS 17.159).
Boehmer, "Kleinasiatische Glyptik”, fig. 142 1.
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(Fig. 12) Lone sealing of Puduhepa (Fig. 13) Lone sealing of Puduhepa from

. Tarsus (36.1171).
from Ugarit (RS 17.133). Darga, Darga, “Puduhbepa: An Anatolian Queen”, fig.

“Pudubepa: An Anatolian Queen”, fig. 347b.
347a.

(Fig.14) Lone sealing of Puduhepa from Nisantepe.
Herbordt, “The Hittite King and his Court”, fig. 2 h.
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-;3'.5"5 TR 1 R
(Fig15a) The Egyptlan translation of the
Hittite version of the peace treaty in the Kanak

(Fig. 15 b) The ancient Egyptian
version of the peace treaty
copied on a clay tablet.

temple. ,
Van Der Ryst, Reigns of Hattuili I1I, Pudubepa,  LStanbul’s Archeology Museum.
fig. 4.5. Van Der Ryst, Reigns of Hattusili
111, Puduhepa and their son, fig.
4.4,
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(Fig. 16) Part of the peace treaty from Karnak and
Ramesseum as copied by Kitchen( KRI 11, p. 232).
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(Fig.17) An imaginative depiction of the missing sealing of Puduhepa on
the peace treaty. (by the author).
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