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Abstract:

The current research attempted to clarify the social impact of
consuming news and information about criminal abuse through the
media, with the aim of monitoring youth trends towards fear and the
risks of becoming victims of crime, and analyzing the social impact of
crimes that youth consumed news about and that they or one of their
relatives fell victim to during the past year, and the crimes that youth
consume news about and the risks of falling victim to them in daily life,
and the crimes that youth consume news about and the risks of falling
victim to them in the coming year. From this standpoint, the research
aimed to analyze the social impact of criminal abuse by drawing a simple
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random sample of university students at Assiut University, the total
sample members were 400 male and female students, in addition to
revealing the correlation between fear and the risks of falling victim to
crime and demographic variables. The research reached many results,
the most prominent of which are: that more than half of the research
sample are interested in following crime and criminal harm information
and news, and that social media, specifically Facebook, ranks first among
the media through which news and information on criminal harm are
followed. Regarding the social impact of crimes that young people
consumed news about and who or one of their relatives were victims of
personal crimes or property crimes during the past year; the results
showed that more than half of the sample reported not being a victim of
a personal crime or property crime, at a rate of (52.5%) compared to
(47.5%) who reported being a victim of a personal crime or property
crimes. Regarding the social impact of criminal harm news on young
people’s tendencies towards fear of being a victim of crimes in daily life;
“Acts intended to cause fear and emotional distress” came in first place,
“acts leading to harm or intended to cause harm” came in second place,
and “property crimes involving violence” came in third place. Regarding
the social impact of news of criminal victimization and young people’s
perceptions of the risk of becoming a victim of crime in the coming year,
the results showed that “acts of a sexual nature” came in first place,
“acts intended to cause fear and emotional distress” came in second
place, and “acts leading to harm or intended to cause harm” came In
third place.

Key Words:
Social impact — criminal victimization — youth — fear of crime — Risk -

crime victims.
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