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Abstract:

This research aims to explore the topic of “The Islamic Trend in the Ottoman State: A Critical Historical
Perspective,” focusing on religious and intellectual history. The study addresses two main issues: the first is the
“Policies and Objectives of the Islamic Trend,” which includes examining the sources of Ottoman societal
culture and the Islamic movement’s role in strengthening religious sentiment within society. The second issue is
the “Islamic Trend’s Position on Ethnic Pluralism in the Ottoman State,” where the study discusses how this
movement dealt with the empire’s ethnic diversity.

The research follows the historical method, both descriptive and analytical, while also employing an
inductive approach in certain areas.

Key findings of the research include the fact that as the Ottoman Empire weakened, intellectuals, state
officials, and educated elites began searching for ways to reform and revive the state. During this period, various
labels emerged to describe the Islamic-oriented faction, with terms such as “Islamic movements” and “Islamic
trends” referring to groups advocating Islam as a foundation for progress.

Furthermore, the study reveals that the Islamic trend was not a unified entity but consisted of multiple
schools of thought and movements, each addressing issues from different perspectives. However, the common
framework that defined those affiliated with the Islamic trend was their commitment to four core principles: the

sultan is the caliph, Islam is the source of legislation, scholars are the foundation of the judiciary, and the unity
of the Islamic world (the principle of the Islamic Ummabh) is essential
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