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Cultural Criticism and the Claim of the Death
of Arabic Rhetoric A Study in Criticism of Criticism
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Abstract

Cultural criticism is considered one of the modern critical
trends that has spread and is widely mentioned, and has sparked
great controversy in critical circles. Its promoters in our Arab
world believe that it is a new style that goes beyond the search for
the aesthetics of the text, to penetrate the cultural patterns implicit
within the linguistic structure. ; Therefore, this modern critical
type required drawing from multiple streams of knowledge, such
as: psychology, sociology, anthropology, semiology, philosophical
analytical aesthetics, and other knowledge.

Quite a few Arab academics and critics have adopted the
dissemination of this new critical trend, and the banner of this
trend was carried by Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, who called for
the necessity of receiving this Western newcomer. To replace
literary criticism and Arabic rhetoric; Because he believes that
eloquence has reached menopause and has burned out, and there is
no need to remember it. Because it has become a dead science,
there is no point in studying it. He also believes that rhetoric is
ugliness; Because its discourse hides something other than
aesthetics behind it, and aesthetics is nothing but a marketing tool
and passing on this hidden thing, and beneath everything that is
aesthetic there is something implicitly systematic, and the aesthetic
works the work of cultural obscuration so that the patterns remain
effective, influential, and sustainable under a mask.

This research examines and criticizes the claim of the death of
rhetoric launched by Dr. Al-Ghadhami. So that we can judge it
objectively and transparently, and make it clear to us Al-
Ghadhami’s position: was he fair in his claim, and based on a solid
scientific approach based on evidence and evidence, or was he cut
off from our Arab heritage, dominated by his whims, and
subordinated to his love for Western culture, and his fascination
with every Western critical achievement.

Keywords: cultural criticism, Arabic rhetoric, literary
criticism, Abdullah Al-Ghadhami.
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