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An artistic archaeological study of group portrait of Mughal ancestors and

their significance in Indian Mughal painting.

Salama Hamed Ali Hassan
Lecturer of Islamic archaeology, faculty of archaeology, Luxor university, Egypt

Abstract

Babur, considered the founder of the Mughal state in India, was a descendant of Timur. Babur and his
sons after him viewed India as a legitimate inheritance, being descendants of Tamerlane, who had
invaded India in 801 AH / 1397 AD. The Mughal emperors in India had a strong interest in painting,
particularly court painting. Within this tradition, a series of group portraits emerged, representing the
ancestors of the Mughal dynasty. These portraits, which spread from the time of Humayun to
Aurangzeb, carried multiple themes, such as asserting lineage, legitimizing governance, and displaying
pride in their ancestors. Each emperor included portraits of their forebears in their artistic albums, using
these paintings as political tools to convey specific messages., These paintings also highlighted the
emperors' genealogical connection to their Timurid ancestors, especially Tamerlane, the founder of the
dynasty, as a powerful reference to the legitimacy of their rule and their adherence to the governance
principles established by their ancestor. The emperors were depicted with their names and personalities,
reflecting their roles within the empire's history. These portraits offered insight into each emperor's
view of the legitimacy of their predecessors' rule and depicted the physical characteristics of each ruler.,
the study showed the artistic features of these depictions, which used realistic personal images of the
owners of the characters or were taken from the reliable description of these historical figures. In
addition to the use of symbolism in the subject of the painting which the artists used it to show artistic,
political, and religious connotations, and the study highlighted the most important painters of these
pictorial scenes and their artwork.
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