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Abstract

Water is an essential element for human life and survival, and due to its value, great care has been given
to managing and utilizing it in ways that align with human needs, activities, and living conditions.
Rivers formed by rainwater and underground wells were humans' primary sources of fresh water for
agriculture and various daily activities. Iran's location in West Asia, a region characterized by an arid,
semi-tropical climate, played a significant role in elevating the importance of water for its people.
Similarly, India, with its diverse climates and terrains, provided natural and climatic conditions
conducive to the varied uses of water. Since ancient times, water resources were utilized to create basins
for storage and preservation, as well as systems for transportation. Fountains were among these water
systems that experienced remarkable advancements during the Safavid era in Iran., Water was
ingeniously incorporated into various structures and architectural works, such as gardens with advanced
irrigation systems and fountains in palace wings, mosques, and baths, The Mughal emperors paid
special attention to the advanced fountain systems in their palaces and adorned them with artistic
elements and exquisite designs. Their interest motivated water engineers to undertake large-scale water
projects and develop comprehensive infrastructure for fountains in palaces and gardens, aiming to cool
the hot climates and emulate the image of paradise in shrines. Paintings were an important source for
illustrating the details of water systems, advanced fountain designs, and their locations in gardens,
palaces, and even interior chambers. They stand as evidence of the development of hydraulic sciences
and water systems during the Safavid era in Iran and the Mughal era in India. These artworks have
conveyed intricate details of the architecture and water systems of these fountains, which were used for
both functional and aesthetic purposes.
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Shahnama of Shah Tahmasp | The Metropolitan Museum of Art (metmuseum.org) (Access 10-9-2024)
®) canby, Sheila R. The Shahnama of Shah Tahmasp, 2014. pp. 167, 332, ill. fol. 163v.
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@ Milstein, Rachel. "Sacred Space and the Royal Seat: Islamic Imagery of Kingship." Picturing Royal Charisma,
pp 128:145, fig 9.9.

®https://hvrd.art/0/303390 (Access 27-9-2024)

@) Ernst Grube, The World of Islam, New York, NY, 1966, p. 126, fig. 79

®) Kiu, Qingyi Joella, Synaesthesia: Music into Painting in The Early Safavid Period, pp 21-22, fig. 8.
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Welch, Stuart Cary. "Persian painting: five royal Safavid manuscripts of the sixteenth century.”, p 53,84
@ Folio from the Silsilat al-dhahab (Chain of gold) in the Haft awrang (Seven thrones) by Jami (d. 1492); recto:
A father advises his son about love; verso: text | Smithsonian Institution (Access 5-9-2024)
©) Sims, Eleanor, B. Marshak, and Ernst J. Grube. "Persian Painting and its Sources." In Peerless Images. New
Haven and London: Yale University, pp 170-172, pl 85.
© Welch, Stuart Cary. "Persian painting: five royal Safavid manuscripts of the sixteenth century, p 103.
(™ Sims, Eleanor G., et al. Peerless images: Persian painting and its sources, pp 170-172.
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™ Abu'l Qasim Firdausi | Shahnameh (Book of Kings) | The Metropolitan Museum of Art (metmuseum.org)
(Access 22-8-2024).

@ Sims, Eleanor G., et al. Peerless images: Persian painting and its sources, p. 187, fol. 110v.

) CHAHARBAGH & LONGING For The PARADISE (www.ne.jp) (Accessed 16 -9- 2024.)

“\Wescoat, James L. "Landscapes of Conquest and Transformation: Lessons from the Earliest Mughal Gardens in India,
1526-1530." Landscape Journal 10, no. 2 (1991): 105-114.
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Aga Khan Historic Cities Programme, "Babur's Garden Rehabilitation Framework." Kabul, Afghanistan: The

Aga Khan Trust for Culture, 2004, PP 1:24. https://www.akdn.org/publication/aga-khan-trust-culture-baburs-
garden-rehabilitation-framework, ( Accessed 20-9 - 2024.)
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Graves, Margaret S., and Benoit Junod, eds, Treasures of the Aga Khan Museum. p 258: 259.
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Beach, Milo Cleveland, Stuart Cary Welch, ... "The grand Mogul: imperial painting in India, pl 14.
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Stwart Carry Walch, Imperial Mughal Painting, pl 35
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Canby, Sheila, ed. The Shahnama of Shah Tahmasp: The Persian Book of Kings, 2014., fig 32, p 32.
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Campbell, James WP, and Amy Boyington. "Fountains and water, 247-267, fig 7
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Zuberi, Fahad. "Green Urbanism in Medieval India, Agra Fort, 2017, fig 4.
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Khaskheli, Rabia et al. “/REPRESENTATION IN MUGHAL ARCHITECTURE: A
CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS OF SHALIMAR GARDENS, LAHORE FORT GARDENS AND
WAH GARDENS.” Journal of Research in Architecture & Planning (2022), pp 13-28, fig 11.
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