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A rare Abbasid dirham minted in Umm Ja'farabad in 186 AH,
commemorating the two documents: finalizing Al-Amin's succession and

their suspension in the Kaaba

Rowida Rafaat Mohamed Mohamed El-Nabarawy

Associate Professor, Faculty of Archeology, Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt

Abstract

This study examines and publishes a rare Abbasid dirham minted in Umm Ja'farabad in 186 AH to
commemorate an event in which Caliph Harun al-Rashid, in 186 AH, accompanied his two sons, Al-
Amin and Al-Ma'mun, to perform the Hajj pilgrimage together. Following the pilgrimage, two
succession documents were authored and hung on the Kaaba, in which the caliphate was decisively
designated to Muhammad Al-Amin as the sole heir after his father. On this occasion, Lady Zubayda
minted the commemorative dirham, the subject of this study, to celebrate and immortalize the event.
The dirham is distinguished by its inclusion of the phrase "The llliterate Prophet," which appears for
the first time on Islamic coinage, along with the phrases "May the Exalted Sovereign send blessings
upon the Chosen Prophet"” and "My Lord is Praiseworthy and Glorious," both of which also appear for
the first time on Islamic coins. Furthermore, this study uncovered the name of a previously unknown
mint, Umm Ja'farabad (Qati’at Umm Ja’far).
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